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Introduction

Somewhere, Eden Still Exists

What if everything we have ever believed about the history of
humanity represents only one version of a story that has been
unfolding in countless different ways?

What if, somewhere beyond the boundaries of everything we
can see, measure, or comprehend, there exists another
universe in which the Garden of Eden was never lost?

A universe in which Adam stood before the tree, considered the
fruit, and simply walked away.

A universe in which humanity never experienced the Fall.

A universe in which the original harmony between God,
humanity, and creation was never broken.

And what if that universe has continued to evolve, develop, and
flourish throughout all the thousands of years that have passed
since that first extraordinary moment?

Imagine what it might look like today.

Imagine a civilization that has never known war. A world in
which poverty, hunger, hatred, and the relentless pursuit of
power never became defining characteristics of human
existence. Imagine a humanity whose greatest minds have
spent thousands of years working together, rather than
competing against one another, to discover the extraordinary
possibilities of creation.

What would such a world have accomplished?

What would its cities look like? Its transportation systems? Its
schools? Its hospitals? Its homes?



Would disease have been conquered? Would human beings
live for hundreds of years? Would technology have advanced
beyond anything our greatest scientists can presently imagine?

Would money exist at all?

And perhaps most importantly, what would life feel like for the
ordinary person living in such a world?

Would every morning begin with the wonderful certainty that life
was good, that everyone belonged, that everyone mattered,
and that there was more than enough of everything for
everyone?

| have spent a great deal of my life contemplating questions
such as these.

And the older | become, the more fascinated | am by the
extraordinary possibilities contained within a single decision.

Consider your own life for a moment.

Think back to a decision you made twenty, thirty, or forty years
ago. Perhaps it involved a career, a relationship, a business
opportunity, or a seemingly insignificant encounter with another
person.

Now imagine that you had made a different choice.
Where would you be today?

Who would you have met? What opportunities might have
appeared? What experiences might you have enjoyed—or
avoided?

And how many other lives might have been changed because
of that one decision?

Now multiply that possibility by every decision made by every
human being throughout history.



The number of potential outcomes becomes almost impossible
to comprehend.

Yet there is a fascinating interpretation of quantum mechanics
known as the many-worlds interpretation, which suggests that
different quantum outcomes may exist in different branches of
reality. Whether such branches exist, whether their number is
infinite, and whether they could encompass the alternative
histories we imagine remain unresolved questions. Science has
certainly not established the existence of an unfallen Eden.

But the philosophical possibilities are breathtaking.

What if the universe we inhabit is merely one expression of an
infinitely greater creation?

What if somewhere there exists a world in which humanity
chose peace instead of war, generosity instead of greed,
cooperation instead of competition, and love instead of fear?

And what if the most wonderful possibilities we can imagine are
not merely fantasies, but glimpses of what human existence
could become?

These questions are deeply personal to me.

More than forty-five years ago, | was immersed in the world of
professional racquetball. | loved the game, believed in its
potential, and envisioned possibilities for its development that
extended far beyond what existed at the time.

| imagined a sport that could captivate audiences around the
world, inspire millions of participants, and become one of
humanity's great athletic pursuits.

Today, racquetball occupies a far smaller place in the sporting
world than | once imagined possible.

But what if different decisions had been made?



What if the right people had come together at the right time,
embraced a compelling vision, and developed the game into a
worldwide sporting phenomenon?

What if racquetball had become one of the most popular sports
on Earth?

| cannot know whether that outcome was achievable. But | can
imagine a different history in which the sport flourished.

And the same questions arise when | contemplate the many
other ideas and initiatives that have occupied my life.

What if G3 Golf had developed into a worldwide system that
made golf more enjoyable, affordable, and accessible to
everyone?

What if the NuVoWay LifeStyle Centres | envision had already
been established in thousands of communities around the
world?

What if humanity had embraced a system in which every
person's physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual well-being
became a shared priority?

What if we had learned to organize our communities around
abundance rather than scarcity, contribution rather than
accumulation, and love rather than fear?

What if the world | call A NuVo World were already here?
These are not simply questions about missed opportunities.

They are questions about the extraordinary potential of
humanity.

And they lead me toward an even greater consideration.

Throughout my life, my understanding of God has evolved into
a profound conviction that creation possesses a purpose far
greater than anything we ordinarily perceive. My faith has led
me to contemplate the possibility that our lives are unfolding



within a divine plan—one whose ultimate meaning we may not
yet understand.

This raises an intriguing philosophical question.

If God knows everything that has happened, everything that is
happening, and everything that ever will happen, does God also
know every possible outcome of every possible decision?

And if so, might the infinite possibilities of creation exist in ways
we have not yet begun to comprehend?

Could every possible history be known to God, even if only one
becomes the history we experience?

Or might countless realities exist, each unfolding according to
its own extraordinary story?

| do not pretend to possess scientific proof of these
possibilities. This book is an exploration of imagination,
philosophy, faith, and the mysteries of existence—not a
declaration that parallel universes or alternative histories have
been demonstrated.

But | believe that asking extraordinary questions can lead us
toward extraordinary insights.

For there is something profoundly liberating about considering
that the world as we know it is not necessarily the only kind of
world that could ever exist.

War is not an essential ingredient of human happiness.
Poverty is not a prerequisite for prosperity.
Hatred is not necessary for love to flourish.

Competition need not mean that someone must lose for
another person to succeed.

And suffering, however deeply woven into our history, need not
define our aspirations for the future.



We have become so accustomed to the limitations of our world
that we sometimes mistake them for the permanent laws of
existence.

But what if they are not?

What if humanity has barely begun to discover what it is
capable of becoming?

What if the greatest civilizations, the most extraordinary
discoveries, and the most beautiful expressions of human love
and cooperation are still ahead of us?

And what if imagining a world that never fell can help us
understand how to create a world that rises?

This, ultimately, is the journey | invite you to take with me.

We will travel backward in imagination to the beginning of the
human story, to a garden and a choice that has echoed through
centuries of religious thought.

We will contemplate the possibility of parallel universes and
explore what science can—and cannot—tell us about the
nature of reality.

We will imagine alternative histories in which humanity made
different decisions, pursued different priorities, and discovered
different possibilities.

We will explore the choices that shaped our civilization, as well
as the choices that shape our individual lives.

And we will journey forward into a possible future—a future
inspired by the vision of a Garden of Eden that never fell.

Not a primitive garden frozen in time.
Not a world in which nothing ever changes.

But a magnificent, continually evolving civilization in which
humanity has spent thousands of years discovering the



wonders of creation while remaining faithful to the principles of
love, harmony, and mutual care.

A world in which progress has never required the abandonment
of compassion.

A world in which technological advancement serves human
flourishing.

A world in which every person is encouraged to discover and
develop the extraordinary gifts within them.

A world in which the pursuit of happiness has given way to the
experience of happiness as a natural expression of everyday
life.

And perhaps, most wonderfully, a world in which people have
never forgotten that the greatest treasures of existence are not
things to be accumulated, but experiences to be shared.

Love. Friendship. Kindness. Creativity. Discovery. Wonder. Joy.

| have come to believe that these are among the things that
make life truly extraordinary.

And | have come to appreciate something else.

We need not wait for the discovery of another universe to begin
experiencing them.

We can choose kindness today.
We can help a neighbour today.

We can encourage a child, comfort a friend, forgive an old
grievance, share a meal, or brighten the day of a complete
stranger.

We can begin building communities in which everyone feels
valued and included.



We can question systems that no longer serve humanity and
imagine better ways of living together.

We can pursue remarkable dreams while learning to appreciate
the simple miracles already present in our lives.

In other words, we can begin creating the qualities of Heaven
on Earth right here, right now.

And perhaps that is the most important possibility of all.

For although this book begins with a question about a world
that might exist somewhere beyond our own, it is ultimately
about the world we are living in today.

It is about the extraordinary possibilities that remain before us.

It is about the realization that history, however it might have
unfolded, does not have to determine the limits of our
imagination.

And it is about the beautiful possibility that the greatest chapter
in humanity's story has yet to be written.

Somewhere, perhaps, there is a Garden that never fell.

A world where humanity has flourished in harmony with God
and creation since the beginning of time.

A world more beautiful, more loving, and more extraordinary
than anything we have ever imagined.

We may never know whether such a universe exists.
But we can ask what it would teach us.
We can imagine what it might have become.

And we can allow that vision to inspire us to make our own
world a little more like Eden, one person, one decision, one act
of love at a time.



For perhaps the greatest mystery is not whether the Garden
of Eden still exists somewhere in the infinite reaches of
creation.

Perhaps the greatest mystery is how much of Eden we are
capable of bringing into existence right here.

Welcome to The Garden That Never Fell.

Our journey is about to begin.



PART ONE

THE BEGINNING OF EVERYTHING

One Garden. One Decision. Infinite Possibilities.

Chapter One

The Choice That Changed Everything

Imagine standing at the very beginning of human history.

The world is beautiful beyond description. The air is pure, the
waters crystal clear, and the earth provides everything
necessary for a wonderful and fulfilling existence.

There is no poverty. No warfare. No hatred. No struggle for
survival.

There is only life, in all its magnificent abundance.
And in the middle of this extraordinary paradise stands a tree.

According to the biblical account, God has given Adam and
Eve a beautiful garden in which to live, along with the freedom
to enjoy its countless wonders. There is only one prohibition:
they are not to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil.

We know how the story unfolds.

The serpent tempts Eve. Eve eats the forbidden fruit. Adam
follows.

And the world changes.



Humanity becomes conscious of shame, separation, and
mortality. The beautiful simplicity of existence gives way to
struggle, suffering, and uncertainty.

For thousands of years, theologians, philosophers, and ordinary
people have contemplated the meaning of this extraordinary
story.

But | want to ask a different question.
What if Adam had made another choice?

What if, when Eve offered him the fruit, he had simply smiled,
taken her hand, and suggested they go for a walk?

What if the temptation had passed?

What if the forbidden fruit had remained untouched?
Would humanity have continued living in paradise?
And if so, what might that paradise have become?

These questions have fascinated me because they suggest
something we rarely consider: the possibility that the history we
know is only one of countless histories that might have
unfolded.

We tend to regard the past as inevitable. After all, what
happened happened. We cannot change it.

But inevitability and actuality are not the same thing.

The fact that an event occurred does not necessarily mean that
no other outcome was possible.

Consider how often the direction of history has changed
because of a single decision.

A leader chooses war instead of diplomacy.

An inventor abandons an idea that might have transformed an
industry.



Two people meet by chance and eventually create something
extraordinary together.

A person offers a stranger an opportunity, and an entirely new
life begins.

We cannot know with certainty what would have happened had
any of these decisions been different. But we can recognize
that choices and circumstances have consequences extending
far beyond the moment in which they occur.

Now imagine applying that principle to the very beginning of
the human story.

Suppose Adam and Eve had remained in the Garden.

Suppose their children had grown up in an atmosphere of
perfect love, trust, and harmony.

Suppose each succeeding generation had inherited not the
consequences of humanity's separation from God, but the
extraordinary benefits of an uninterrupted relationship with
creation.

What might have happened over hundreds, thousands, or even
tens of thousands of years?

Would humanity have remained in a beautiful garden, content
to enjoy the simplicity of existence?

Or would curiosity, creativity, and the desire to discover have
inspired people to explore the world, develop magnificent
civilizations, and uncover the countless mysteries of the
universe?

| find the second possibility particularly compelling.
Why should paradise mean standing still?

Why should perfection imply the absence of growth?



A beautiful garden does not become less beautiful when its
flowers bloom, its trees mature, and its boundaries expand.

Perhaps the Garden of Eden was never intended to be the final
expression of creation.

Perhaps it was only the beginning.

And perhaps, in another possible history, humanity continued
developing without losing the harmony from which it began.

There is another dimension to this question.

If we believe that God is all-knowing, we might reasonably
wonder whether God knew what would happen before Adam
and Eve ever approached the tree.

And if God knew, what does that tell us about the nature of
choice?

Was the Fall inevitable?
Was it permitted?
Was it part of a greater divine purpose?

Or does the story reveal something about the extraordinary
responsibilities that accompany human freedom?

These questions have occupied religious thinkers for centuries.
| do not presume that we can settle them in a few pages.

But they invite us to consider a fascinating possibility.

What if the story of Eden is not only about the origins of
suffering, but also about the possibilities of existence?

What if it encourages us to imagine what humanity might
become when love, wisdom, and harmony guide its
development?

For me, the most interesting aspect of the Garden of Eden is
not simply what humanity lost.



It is what humanity might still discover.

Imagine a world in which every child grows up knowing that
they are loved, valued, and supported.

Imagine a world in which people awaken each morning excited
about the opportunities before them.

Imagine a civilization in which the greatest achievements are
measured not by wealth accumulated or enemies defeated, but
by the happiness, well-being, and flourishing of everyone.

Would that not be a magnificent expression of creation?
And would it not be worth pursuing?

We cannot return to the moment when Adam stood before the
tree.

We cannot know whether a different decision would have
produced the extraordinary world we are imagining.

But we can allow the question to expand our understanding of
what is possible.

For the story of humanity is not finished.

There are still decisions to be made, discoveries to be pursued,
and wonderful possibilities to explore.

And perhaps the greatest lesson of that ancient garden is that
the future of humanity deserves as much imagination as we
devote to its past.

One decision may have changed the course of the biblical
story. But the possibilities of creation remain far greater
than any single chapter of human history.



Chapter Two

What If Adam Had Walked Away?

Let us return to the Garden.

The serpent has spoken. The temptation has been presented.
The fruit hangs from the tree.

But this time, the story unfolds differently.

Eve considers the fruit, then turns away.

Adam takes her hand.

Together, they continue their walk through paradise.
Nothing dramatic happens.

There is no sudden catastrophe, no expulsion from the Garden,
no angel standing guard at its entrance.

The sun rises the following morning, just as it always has.
The birds sing. The flowers bloom. The rivers flow.
And life continues.

It is such a simple alternative that we might overlook its
extraordinary implications.

For if the biblical Fall marks a turning point in humanity's
relationship with God and creation, then imagining a world
without that turning point invites us to contemplate an entirely
different foundation for civilization.

What would happen to a humanity that had never experienced
the separation, shame, and alienation associated with the Fall?

Would people still experience disagreement?



Would they still make mistakes?
Would they still encounter challenges?
Perhaps.

After all, learning and growth do not necessarily require moral
failure.

A child learning to walk may stumble without committing a
wrong. An inventor may conduct an unsuccessful experiment
without causing harm. Two people may disagree about how to
accomplish something while remaining united in love and
respect.

It is possible to imagine a civilization in which difficulty exists
without cruelty, competition without hostility, and individuality
without selfishness.

Indeed, this distinction may be essential to understanding the
kind of paradise we are contemplating.

A world without wrongdoing need not be a world without
adventure.

It need not be a world without surprises.
And it certainly need not be a world without discovery.
Imagine the first generations born into such a world.

Children grow up surrounded by love. They learn from parents
and neighbours who delight in their development. Their natural
curiosity is encouraged rather than suppressed.

As they mature, they discover new interests, talents, and
abilities.

Some become explorers.

Others become artists, musicians, teachers, builders, or
inventors.



Some devote themselves to understanding the natural world.
Others dedicate their lives to helping people flourish.

And as the population grows, communities begin to emerge.

But these communities are founded upon principles quite
different from those that have so often shaped our own history.

There is no need to establish armies to conquer neighbouring
lands.

No reason to enslave others for personal enrichment.
No incentive to exploit the vulnerable.

The fundamental assumption is that every person belongs to
one human family.

Consider what this might mean for the development of
civilization.

In our own history, enormous resources have been devoted to
warfare, military technology, fortifications, weapons, and the
reconstruction of societies devastated by conflict.

Imagine redirecting that ingenuity toward medicine,
transportation, agriculture, education, architecture, and the
exploration of the universe.

Imagine thousands of years in which the finest minds of every
generation share their discoveries freely.

Imagine knowledge accumulating without being repeatedly
destroyed by warfare, persecution, or political upheaval.

What might humanity have accomplished?

Perhaps we would have developed extraordinary systems of
transportation centuries earlier.

Perhaps we would have discovered new ways to produce clean
energy, cultivate food, and care for the environment.



Perhaps medicine would have advanced to levels we can
scarcely comprehend.

Of course, we cannot assume that the absence of moral
wrongdoing would automatically eliminate every natural
limitation. Questions about disease, aging, accidents, and
death would remain matters of theological and imaginative
speculation.

But we can reasonably explore how different priorities might
produce different outcomes.

And those priorities would shape far more than technology.
They would shape the human experience itself.

Imagine never growing up with the belief that you must
compete against everyone around you simply to secure a place
in the world.

Imagine never being taught that your value depends upon your
income, appearance, social position, or accomplishments.

Imagine being encouraged to discover who you are, develop
your abilities, and contribute to the happiness of others.

What kind of person might you become?
What kind of relationships might you enjoy?

And what kind of world might emerge when millions of people
grow up with such expectations?

There is something else | find particularly beautiful about this
imagined history.

Love would not be something humanity had to rediscover after
generations of division.

It would be the natural foundation upon which civilization
developed.

Generosity would not be regarded as exceptional.



Kindness would not be considered remarkable.
Helping another person would be as ordinary as breathing.

And perhaps the greatest achievement of such a civilization
would not be its magnificent cities or extraordinary technology.

Perhaps it would be the simple happiness of its people.
A mother enjoying time with her children.
Friends sharing a wonderful meal.

An elderly couple walking hand in hand through a beautiful
garden.

A young person discovering a gift they never knew they
possessed.

A community gathering to celebrate the accomplishments of
one of its members.

Ordinary moments, experienced without the burdens of fear,
deprivation, or hostility.

What a wonderful world that would be.
And yet, there is a question we must consider.

If Adam and Eve had walked away from the tree, would
humanity have remained faithful to that original harmony
forever?

The Bible does not provide a history of such an alternative
world. We are entering the realm of imagination.

But imagination can serve a valuable purpose.

It allows us to explore possibilities beyond the limitations of
familiar experience.

It encourages us to question assumptions we have accepted
without examination.



And sometimes, it helps us recognize that the world we inhabit
is not necessarily the best world we can envision.

Perhaps Adam never walked away from the tree.

Perhaps the history we know was always going to unfold as it
did.

But the alternative remains a powerful invitation.

What if humanity's greatest achievements were not
measured by how much we overcome, but by how
beautifully we learn to live together?



Chapter Three

The Garden That Never Fell

Let us imagine that the Garden of Eden still exists.

Not as a forgotten place hidden somewhere on Earth.
Not as a distant memory preserved in ancient scripture.
But as a living, flourishing reality in another universe.

A world in which humanity never experienced the Fall.

A world in which the original harmony of creation has continued
uninterrupted.

And most importantly, a world that has never stopped
developing.

For thousands of years, generation after generation has
explored, discovered, created, and contributed to the
magnificent unfolding of civilization.

What might such a world look like today?
| imagine a place of extraordinary beauty.

Its cities are not sprawling collections of concrete and steel,
built primarily to accommodate commerce and transportation.

They are living environments, carefully integrated with nature.

Magnificent gardens surround homes and public buildings.
Trees provide shade along beautiful pathways. Rivers and
streams flow through communities, their waters pure and
inviting.

Architecture combines artistic imagination with an
understanding of the natural world.



Every building contributes to the beauty and well-being of its
surroundings.

Transportation is effortless, clean, and accessible to everyone.

Perhaps people travel in vehicles that move silently through the
air, powered by energy sources we have yet to discover.

Perhaps journeys that take us hours can be completed in
minutes.

Perhaps humanity has developed ways to explore distant
planets and stars.

But the greatest difference between this civilization and our
own is not technological.

It is philosophical.

In this imagined Eden, society has never been organized
around the assumption that some people must struggle so that
others may prosper.

The well-being of every individual is understood to be
inseparable from the well-being of the whole.

Food is abundant and freely available.

Homes are beautiful, comfortable, and suited to the needs of
those who live in them.

Education is a lifelong adventure, rather than a temporary
obligation undertaken in preparation for employment.

Healthcare focuses upon helping every person experience the
fullest possible expression of physical, mental, emotional, and
spiritual well-being.

And work?

Work is no longer something people must endure simply to
survive.



It is an opportunity to contribute, create, discover, and express
one's abilities.

Imagine waking each morning knowing that your basic needs
are already met.

You do not worry about paying rent.
You do not fear losing access to healthcare.

You do not wonder whether you will have enough food for your
family.

Instead, you contemplate the possibilities of the day ahead.
Perhaps you will spend the morning studying music.
Perhaps you will help develop a new technology.

Perhaps you will work in a magnificent garden, teach children,
prepare wonderful meals, or explore an entirely new field of
knowledge.

Perhaps you will simply enjoy the company of people you love.

And perhaps tomorrow you will choose something entirely
different.

In this imagined world, people are encouraged to develop their
interests and talents throughout their lives.

There is no assumption that a person must select one career at
a young age and remain confined to it forever.

Life is understood as an ongoing process of becoming.

And because society values every individual, there is no need
to measure one person's worth against another's.

The musician is no more important than the gardener.

The scientist is no more valuable than the caregiver.



The person who creates something magnificent is not regarded
as inherently superior to the person who quietly brings
happiness to those around them.

Everyone has something to contribute.
Everyone belongs.
Everyone matters.

Now imagine what relationships might be like in such a
civilization.

People do not approach one another with suspicion.

They do not constantly compare themselves with their
neighbours.

They do not build their identities around status, possessions, or
power.

Instead, relationships are founded upon affection, trust,
curiosity, and mutual appreciation.

Families flourish.
Friendships deepen.
Communities celebrate the unique gifts of their members.

And when someone encounters a challenge, others naturally
come forward to help.

Not because they are required to.
Not because they expect something in return.
But because helping one another has always been part of life.

Imagine the emotional freedom that would accompany such an
existence.



How much of our present-day anxiety arises from uncertainty
about the future?

How much unhappiness comes from comparing ourselves with
others?

How much human energy is consumed by resentment,
jealousy, fear, and the relentless pursuit of more?

In our imagined Eden, those burdens do not dominate
existence.

People are free to experience the wonder of being alive.

And perhaps that freedom produces achievements far beyond
anything we presently consider possible.

When the human mind is liberated from constant anxiety, what
might it discover?

When people collaborate without the need for personal
advantage, what might they create?

When children grow up believing that the universe is filled with
wonderful possibilities, what extraordinary adults might they
become?

The answers are limited only by our imagination.
Yet there is one important distinction | want to make.

| do not envision this Garden as a world in which everyone is
identical.

Quite the opposite.
| imagine extraordinary diversity.
Different personalities, interests, talents, and preferences.

Some people love adventure. Others treasure quiet reflection.



Some delight in intellectual exploration. Others find their
greatest happiness in music, athletics, art, or relationships.

The beauty of this civilization lies not in eliminating differences,
but in celebrating them.

Harmony does not require uniformity.
It requires mutual respect.

And perhaps that is one of the most important lessons this
imaginary world can offer us.

We do not need everyone to think alike in order to live together
beautifully.

We need to recognize the value of every person.

Now imagine standing on a hillside overlooking one of Eden's
magnificent cities.

Below you are beautiful homes, gardens, waterways, and
gathering places.

Children are playing.

People are laughing.

Music drifts through the air.

There is activity everywhere, but no sense of frantic urgency.
There is achievement without arrogance.

Prosperity without exclusion.

Freedom without abandonment.

And throughout it all, a profound sense of belonging.

You look across this extraordinary civilization and realize
something wonderful.



Paradise has not remained frozen in its original form.

It has grown.

It has developed.

It has become more magnificent with every passing generation.
The Garden was never the finished masterpiece.

It was the seed.

And perhaps that is the most beautiful possibility of all.

Perfection need not mean that nothing can ever become
better. Perhaps true perfection is the endless capacity to
become more wonderful.



Chapter Four

God's Infinite Creation

When | look into the night sky, | am struck by the extraordinary
immensity of creation.

Our planet, which seems so vast when we travel across it, is
almost unimaginably small compared with the universe
surrounding us.

The Sun is one star among hundreds of billions in our galaxy.

And our galaxy is one among countless others throughout the
observable universe.

Distances are so enormous that scientists measure them in
light-years—the distance light travels in an entire year.

Yet even the observable universe may represent only a portion
of everything that exists.

Beyond the limits of what we can see, there may be regions of
space that will forever remain beyond our observation.

And beyond the universe itself?
We simply do not know.
For me, this is one of the most wonderful aspects of existence.

No matter how much humanity discovers, there always seems
to be something more to explore.

A deeper question.
A greater mystery.
A possibility we had never previously considered.

And this leads me to contemplate the nature of God.



If God is the creator of everything, why should we assume that
creation is limited to the universe we inhabit?

Why should the extraordinary reality we experience represent
the entirety of divine possibility?

Perhaps it does.

But perhaps it does not.

Imagine that our universe is one among countless others.
Some might resemble our own.

Others might operate according to entirely different physical
conditions.

Some might contain stars, planets, and living beings.

Others might be so different from our reality that we lack the
concepts necessary to describe them.

And perhaps, among these possibilities, there exists a universe
in which the history of humanity unfolded differently.

A universe in which the Garden of Eden was never lost.

This is speculation, not established scientific knowledge. But
speculation, when approached thoughtfully, can be a powerful
invitation to explore the boundaries of understanding.

Throughout history, humanity has repeatedly discovered that
reality is larger and more extraordinary than previous
generations imagined.

There was a time when many people believed that Earth
occupied the centre of the cosmos.

There was a time when the existence of other galaxies was
unknown.

There was a time when the microscopic world of atoms and
particles remained almost entirely mysterious.



Each discovery expanded our understanding of creation.
And each revealed how much remained unknown.

Today, physicists explore questions involving the origins of the
universe, the nature of space and time, quantum mechanics,
and the possibility of multiple universes.

These investigations do not establish the existence of parallel
versions of ourselves or alternative histories of Eden.

But they remind us that our present understanding is
incomplete.

For a person of faith, that incompleteness can inspire wonder
rather than fear.

| have long been fascinated by the possibility that God
possesses knowledge and understanding infinitely beyond our
own.

If that is so, then the limits of human comprehension need not
be the limits of creation.

We may understand only a tiny fraction of what is possible.
Consider the imagination of a young child.

A child can envision extraordinary worlds, remarkable
adventures, and possibilities that adults might dismiss as
impossible.

Yet many of humanity's greatest achievements began with
someone imagining something that did not yet exist.

Flight.
Space travel.
Instantaneous communication across continents.

Medical technologies that would have seemed miraculous to
earlier generations.



These accomplishments did not arise because people
accepted the boundaries of familiar experience.

They arose because someone wondered whether those
boundaries could be expanded.

Of course, not everything we imagine is physically possible.
Imagination is not evidence.

And believing something deeply does not make it scientifically
true.

But imagination often precedes investigation.

It encourages us to ask questions that might otherwise remain
unasked.

And sometimes those questions lead toward extraordinary
discoveries.

Now consider the possibility of divine creation on an even
greater scale.

What if God knows every possible history?
Every possible life?
Every possible consequence of every possible event?

Does that knowledge imply that all those possibilities actually
exist?

Not necessarily.

Knowing what could happen is different from bringing every
possibility into existence.

But the distinction itself is fascinating.

It invites us to explore the relationship between possibility and
reality, between divine knowledge and human experience, and



between the world that exists and the worlds that might have
existed.

These questions become even more intriguing when we
consider destiny.

If God knows the future completely, does that mean the future
is predetermined?

If every event unfolds according to divine intention, what role
does human choice play?

And if multiple realities exist, might each represent a different
expression of possibilities known to God?

Religious philosophers have offered different answers.
Some defend genuine human freedom.

Others believe that all events unfold according to God's
sovereign determination.

Still others attempt to reconcile divine foreknowledge with
meaningful human choice.

| find these perspectives worth exploring because they remind
us how profound the mystery of existence really is.

We live our lives one moment at a time.

We experience yesterday as something completed, today as
something unfolding, and tomorrow as something unknown.

But perhaps our experience of time does not fully describe the
nature of reality.

Perhaps there are dimensions of existence we have not yet
discovered.

Perhaps the relationship between God, time, and creation is far
more extraordinary than anything we presently understand.

| do not know.



And | find that there is something beautiful about being able to
say those words.

| do not know.

They are not words of defeat.

They are words of possibility.

They acknowledge that discovery remains open.

That understanding can deepen.

That wonder is still justified.

And perhaps that is one of the greatest gifts of being alive.

We are participants in a creation whose full magnificence we
have barely begun to comprehend.

Every sunrise offers another opportunity to experience it.
Every conversation offers another opportunity to learn.

Every discovery reveals another dimension of its extraordinary
complexity.

And every act of love reminds us that the greatest wonders are
not necessarily found in distant galaxies.

Sometimes they are found in the person sitting beside us.

I may never know whether another universe contains the
Garden of Eden.

I may never know whether countless alternative versions of
human history exist.

But contemplating those possibilities inspires me to appreciate
the world | inhabit and imagine what it might yet become.

For whether creation contains one universe or infinitely many,
one truth remains meaningful to me.



We have been given an extraordinary opportunity to experience
life.

And what we do with that opportunity matters.

The universe may be far greater than anything we can
imagine. But the wonder of creation is already present in
the life we are living today.



Chapter Five

The World That Might Have Been

Imagine that you could look through a window into another
version of Earth.

Everything appears familiar at first. There are oceans and
mountains, forests and rivers, cities and villages. The sun rises
in the east, the seasons change, and people go about their
daily lives.

But as you look more closely, you begin to notice extraordinary
differences.

There are no military bases. No prisons overflowing with people
whose lives have gone terribly wrong. No neighbourhoods
where families struggle to find enough food.

There are no homeless people sleeping on sidewalks while
magnificent buildings stand empty.

Children do not grow up fearing that their families will be unable
to provide for them.

And elderly people do not spend their final years worrying
about whether they can afford the necessities of life.

Instead, every community has developed around a simple
understanding.

The well-being of every person is the responsibility and
privilege of the entire human family.

What an extraordinary difference that one principle might make.

In our own world, we have achieved things that would have
seemed miraculous to earlier generations.



We have sent human beings to the Moon. We have developed
technologies that allow people on opposite sides of the planet
to communicate instantly. We have discovered treatments for
diseases that once devastated entire populations.

And yet, despite these remarkable accomplishments, millions
of people continue to experience deprivation, loneliness,
violence, and uncertainty.

How can a civilization capable of such extraordinary
achievements still struggle to ensure that everyone has enough
to eat?

How can we possess such remarkable communications
technology while so many people feel disconnected from one
another?

How can we understand so much about the human body while
so many people lack access to the care they need?

Perhaps part of the answer lies in the priorities around which
we have organized our societies.

Throughout history, humanity has devoted enormous resources
to competition, conquest, accumulation, and the protection of
power.

That does not mean competition is inherently wrong, or that
ambition is necessarily destructive.

Healthy competition can inspire remarkable achievement.
Ambition can motivate people to discover, create, and improve.

But when the pursuit of personal advantage becomes more
important than the well-being of others, something essential is
lost.

Now imagine a civilization that never developed that imbalance.

A world in which human ingenuity was consistently directed
toward helping everyone flourish.



Consider education.

In this alternative history, children are not primarily educated to
compete for a limited number of opportunities.

They are encouraged to discover their unique interests, talents,
and abilities.

Learning is joyful, practical, and lifelong.

A person might spend years studying music, then develop an
interest in engineering, and later become fascinated by
agriculture or astronomy.

There is no pressure to define an entire life by a single
occupation.

And because basic needs are met, people are free to pursue
meaningful interests without constantly worrying about financial
survival.

Imagine what that freedom might produce.
An explosion of creativity.

Extraordinary scientific discoveries.
Magnificent works of art.

And perhaps, most importantly, millions of people who
genuinely enjoy their lives.

Now consider healthcare.

Rather than focusing primarily upon treating illness after it
develops, this civilization might devote tremendous attention to
helping people remain healthy throughout their lives.

Nutrition, physical activity, emotional well-being, relationships,
rest, and spiritual fulfillment could become integral parts of
everyday living.



Medical science would still have a role, but the entire society
would be organized to support human flourishing.

Imagine beautiful community centres where people of every
age gather to exercise, learn, create, socialize, and enjoy life.

Imagine physicians, therapists, educators, and community
mentors working together to help individuals achieve their
fullest potential.

Imagine a world in which growing older is regarded not as a
gradual withdrawal from meaningful life, but as an opportunity
to continue discovering and contributing.

And what about transportation?

Perhaps every person has access to clean, comfortable,
convenient transportation whenever it is needed.

There is no need for thousands of families to struggle with the
expense of owning and maintaining vehicles that remain parked
most of the day.

Instead, transportation is organized as a shared service,
available to everyone.

The result is less congestion, cleaner air, and greater freedom.

These possibilities are not necessarily dependent upon
technologies from another universe.

Many of the principles could be explored with resources and
knowledge already available to us.

And that brings me to something | find particularly interesting.

When | imagine the world that might have been, | begin to
recognize similarities to the world | have spent much of my life
envisioning.

A world where people help one another.

A world where everyone has access to the essentials of life.



A world where communities are designed around the happiness
and well-being of their residents.

A world where success is measured by the quality of human
existence rather than the accumulation of material possessions.

| call that vision A NuVo World.
But the name is less important than the underlying principle.
We can imagine a better way of living.

And once we can imagine it, we can begin asking how to make
it possible.

Of course, there are enormous practical challenges.

Resources must be produced, distributed, and maintained.
People have different needs and preferences. Communities
must find fair ways to make decisions and resolve
disagreements.

An abundant society cannot simply be declared into existence.
It must be thoughtfully developed.

But surely the extraordinary accomplishments of humanity
demonstrate that we are capable of addressing remarkable
challenges when we commit ourselves to doing so.

We have learned to fly.
We have explored space.
We have connected the world through technology.

Could we not also learn to create communities in which
everyone has a meaningful opportunity to flourish?

Perhaps the greatest difference between our world and the
world that might have been is not the technology available to
us.



Perhaps it is the way we understand our relationship with one
another.

In one world, people ask, "How much can | acquire?"

In another, they ask, "How much good can we create
together?"

In one world, success is frequently measured by comparison.
In another, success is measured by contribution.
In one world, people fear that there will never be enough.

In another, they work together to ensure that everyone has what
they need.

And perhaps that is the most important insight of our imaginary
journey.

The world that might have been can become an inspiration for
the world we have yet to create.

We cannot rewrite history.

But we can reconsider the assumptions that guide our future.
We can ask better questions.

We can develop better systems.

We can become better neighbours.

And we can begin creating communities that reflect the highest
possibilities of human existence.

Perhaps the greatest tragedy would not be discovering that
another world achieved what ours did not. It would be
recognizing that we could build something better—and
never making the attempt.



PART TWO

THE MYSTERY OF PARALLEL
UNIVERSES

Beyond the Boundaries of Everything We Know.

Chapter Six

Are We Living in Just One of Infinite
Worlds?

What if the universe we inhabit is not the only universe that
exists?

What if everything we can see through our most powerful
telescopes represents only one small part of a reality far greater
than anything we have imagined?

And what if, somewhere beyond the boundaries of our
observable world, there exist other universes—some
remarkably similar to ours, others profoundly different?

These questions have fascinated scientists, philosophers, and
imaginative thinkers for generations.

And they have fascinated me.

For much of my life, | have been intrigued by the possibility that
reality encompasses far more than the world we experience.

| find it extraordinary to contemplate that somewhere there
might exist another version of Earth.

A world with familiar oceans and continents.

Perhaps even familiar people.



But a world whose history unfolded differently because of
events that never occurred in our own.

Imagine a universe in which the great wars of human history
never happened.

Imagine one in which extraordinary discoveries were made
centuries earlier.

Imagine one in which humanity developed entirely different
political, economic, and social systems.

And imagine one in which the Garden of Eden was never lost.
Are such worlds possible?

To explore that question, we must begin by distinguishing
several different scientific ideas that are often grouped together
under the term multiverse.

One possibility arises from cosmology.

Our observable universe is limited by the distance light has
been able to travel since the beginning of cosmic expansion.

Beyond that observable region, space may continue for
distances we cannot presently determine.

Some cosmological models also contemplate regions with
different physical conditions or histories, sometimes described
as separate universes.

Another possibility arises from quantum mechanics.

Quantum theory describes the behaviour of matter and energy
at extraordinarily small scales.

It has produced some of the most accurate predictions in the
history of science.

Yet the meaning of its mathematical description remains a
subject of interpretation.



One interpretation, known as the many-worlds interpretation,
proposes that different quantum outcomes correspond to
different branches of reality.

We will explore this idea in greater detail in the next chapter.

For now, the important point is that the existence of multiple
universes remains unconfirmed.

There is no established scientific evidence that another Earth
exists with a different version of human history.

Nor is there evidence that every possibility we can imagine
must exist somewhere.

Nevertheless, the theories raise fascinating questions.

If the universe is extraordinarily vast—or perhaps infinite —what
kinds of structures and histories might exist beyond our
observation?

Could there be regions remarkably similar to our own?

Could the laws of physics permit realities profoundly different
from anything we know?

And could our understanding of existence change as
dramatically in the future as it has in the past?

Consider how limited humanity's understanding once was.

For most of human history, people had no knowledge of
galaxies beyond our own.

They did not understand the structure of atoms.

They could not imagine the technologies that now allow us to
communicate instantly across the planet.

Yet those realities existed or were physically possible long
before humanity understood them.

The lesson is not that every extraordinary idea must be true.



It is that our knowledge has limits.
And those limits should encourage curiosity.

| sometimes imagine what it would be like to possess a window
into another universe.

Suppose we could observe a world almost identical to our own,
but whose history diverged at a particular moment.

Perhaps a major scientific discovery occurred a hundred years
earlier.

Perhaps a devastating conflict was peacefully resolved.
Perhaps an influential leader made a different decision.

What would that world look like today?

How different would its cities, technologies, and cultures be?
And what might we learn by comparing its history with ours?
Such a window would be an extraordinary scientific instrument.
But it would also be an extraordinary philosophical instrument.

It might help us understand how events interact, how
institutions shape societies, and how small changes can
produce enormous consequences.

Of course, the existence of such a window belongs to
imagination. We do not know how to observe another universe,
or whether that is physically possible.

But the thought experiment remains valuable.
It encourages us to look at our own history with fresh eyes.

We begin to recognize that many features of modern civilization
are the products of particular circumstances.

Our economic systems.



Our political institutions.

Our transportation networks.

Our approaches to education and healthcare.

These did not arrive fully formed at the beginning of time.

They developed through countless decisions, discoveries,
conflicts, compromises, and experiments.

And because they developed, they can continue to develop.
That realization is profoundly important.

Sometimes we behave as though the world we inherited
represents the only possible arrangement of human affairs.

We accept familiar systems simply because they are familiar.

We assume that problems which have existed for generations
must continue indefinitely.

But history offers little justification for believing that human
civilization has reached its final form.

Indeed, the opposite seems more plausible.
We are still learning.

Still discovering.

Still experimenting.

Still searching for better ways to live.

And perhaps contemplating other possible universes can help
us appreciate that reality is more mysterious—and human
potential more expansive —than we ordinarily suppose.

For me, the most exciting question is not whether another
version of Earth exists somewhere beyond our reach.



It is what imagining that possibility can teach us about the
Earth we already inhabit.

If another civilization might have developed better systems of
healthcare, education, transportation, and community life, why
should we not explore those possibilities ourselves?

If a world without warfare can be imagined, why should peace
not remain one of humanity's greatest aspirations?

If a civilization organized around universal well-being is
conceivable, why should we not investigate how to move
toward it?

The existence of parallel universes remains an open question.
But the existence of human imagination is beyond dispute.

And imagination, combined with knowledge, compassion, and
determined action, has already transformed our world in
extraordinary ways.

We may never discover another universe. But we have
barely begun to discover the possibilities of our own.



Chapter Seven

Every Possibility, Every Outcome

Imagine tossing a coin.
It rises into the air, spins several times, and lands on the table.
Heads.

Now imagine that somewhere, in another reality, the same coin
lands tails.

Two different outcomes.
Two different histories.

And perhaps, if we follow the implications far enough, two
entirely different futures.

This simple example captures the popular imagination
surrounding parallel universes.

But the actual science is considerably more subtle—and far
more fascinating.

To understand why, we must enter the remarkable world of
quantum mechanics.

At the smallest scales of nature, particles do not always behave
in the familiar ways we expect from everyday objects.

Electrons, photons, and other quantum systems can exhibit
behaviour that challenges ordinary intuition.

One of the most remarkable features of quantum theory is the
concept of superposition.



Under appropriate conditions, a quantum system can be
described mathematically as a combination of different
possible measurement outcomes.

When we perform a measurement, however, we observe a
definite result.

How should we understand the relationship between the
mathematical description and the outcome we experience?

This is one of the central interpretive questions of quantum
mechanics.

In 1957, physicist Hugh Everett lll proposed an approach that
eventually became associated with the many-worlds
interpretation.

Rather than introducing a special collapse of the quantum state
during measurement, Everett's framework treats quantum
evolution as continuing according to the usual mathematical
rules.

In the many-worlds interpretation, the different outcomes
become associated with effectively separate branches of the
quantum state.

An observer within one branch experiences one outcome.

An observer within another experiences a different outcome.
This is where the idea of parallel realities enters the discussion.
But there are important qualifications.

The theory does not establish that every imaginable event
occurs somewhere.

Nor does it mean that every ordinary human decision
automatically creates a new universe in the simple way popular
stories sometimes suggest.



And it certainly does not demonstrate that somewhere there is
a version of ourselves who made every different choice we
have ever contemplated.

The relationship between quantum branching and the complex
events of human life is far more complicated.

Furthermore, the many-worlds interpretation is only one of
several approaches to understanding quantum mechanics.

Physicists continue to debate what the mathematical formalism
tells us about reality.

There is currently no generally accepted experimental
demonstration that uniquely establishes the existence of the
many worlds described by this interpretation.

Yet the idea remains intellectually compelling.

For it invites us to contemplate a reality in which the outcome
we experience may not exhaust everything described by the
underlying physics.

Now let us move from science into philosophy.

Suppose, purely for the sake of imagination, that alternative
histories could exist.

Imagine returning to a significant moment in your life.
Perhaps you are eighteen years old.

You stand before two opportunities.

One leads toward a career in medicine.

The other leads toward professional athletics.

You choose athletics.

Your life unfolds through years of competition, travel,
friendships, challenges, and accomplishments.



But what if you had chosen medicine?

You might have met entirely different people.
Lived in different cities.

Developed different interests.

And influenced the lives of people you never encountered in the
history you actually experienced.

Now imagine following both possibilities forward for fifty years.
The differences could become enormous.

Not only for you, but for everyone whose life intersected with
yours.

And those people, in turn, would influence others.

A single alternative history might eventually involve thousands
or millions of different interactions.

This is one reason | find the concept so fascinating.
Our lives are not isolated stories.

They are interwoven with the lives of countless others.
A conversation can lead to a friendship.

A friendship can lead to an opportunity.

An opportunity can lead to an invention, a business, a family, or
an entirely new direction in life.

And the consequences can extend far beyond anything we
anticipate.

Consider the history of technology.

What if an important inventor had abandoned an idea?



What if a breakthrough had occurred fifty years earlier?

What if two scientists who never met had somehow
collaborated?

We cannot know what those alternative histories would have
produced.

Sometimes an earlier discovery might accelerate progress.
Sometimes it might create unforeseen problems.

Sometimes the same development might occur through an
entirely different route.

History is not a machine in which changing one part guarantees
a predictable result.

But it is a magnificent web of interconnected events.
And that makes the study of possibility endlessly interesting.
There is also a deeply personal dimension.

Most of us can identify moments when our lives might have
taken a different direction.

A relationship that never developed.
A business that never succeeded.
An opportunity we declined.

A dream we postponed.

It is tempting to imagine that the alternative path would have
been better.

But that is something we cannot know.

Every path contains experiences we cannot foresee.



A decision that appears unfortunate at one moment may
eventually lead to something wonderful.

And an opportunity that seems magnificent may carry
challenges we never anticipated.

Perhaps this is why contemplating parallel possibilities should
inspire humility rather than regret.

We do not possess the complete story of any life—not even our
own.

We see the road behind us, but we cannot see every road that
might have existed.

And we certainly cannot know where all those roads would
have led.

For me, the beauty of this realization lies in its ability to
transform how we think about the future.

Rather than spending our lives wishing we had chosen
differently, we can ask what remains possible today.

What new friendships might we develop?

What ideas might we pursue?

What contributions might we make?

What wonderful experiences might still await us?

We do not need to establish the existence of parallel universes
to appreciate the extraordinary range of possibilities contained
within human life.

And we do not need to believe that every outcome exists
somewhere to recognize that our actions matter.

The world we experience is filled with uncertainty, complexity,
and opportunity.

Perhaps that is enough to inspire a lifetime of discovery.



The fascination of parallel universes lies in the lives that
might have been. The wonder of our own universe lies in
the life that is still unfolding.



Chapter Eight

The Other Versions of You

Somewhere, perhaps, there is another version of you.
Not someone who merely resembles you.
Not a distant relative or a person with a similar personality.

But someone whose life began in circumstances almost
identical to yours—and then unfolded differently.

Imagine meeting that person.

What would you ask?

Would you want to know whether they were happier?
Whether they had achieved greater success?

Whether they had avoided the disappointments and difficulties
you experienced?

Or would you simply want to discover how different their life
had become?

| find this thought experiment particularly fascinating because it
challenges the way we understand personal identity.

We tend to think of ourselves as the sum of our experiences.
Our childhood.

Our relationships.

Our education.

Our accomplishments.

Our disappointments.



Our memories.
But what if some of those experiences had been different?
Would we still be the same person?

Consider two imaginary versions of a young man growing up
with a passion for sports.

In one history, he discovers racquetball, develops extraordinary
skills, and eventually becomes a world champion.

In another, he devotes himself entirely to golf.

In a third, he follows an academic path and becomes a
veterinarian.

In a fourth, he enters the business world and develops an
international company.

Each version begins with similar interests and abilities.

But each encounters different people, develops different habits,
and acquires different experiences.

After forty or fifty years, how much would they still have in
common?

Would they share the same sense of humour?

The same values?

The same dreams?

Would they have fallen in love with the same person?
Would they recognize one another?

These questions are impossible to answer with certainty, but
they illuminate something important.



Our identities are shaped not only by the qualities we possess,
but by the circumstances through which those qualities are
expressed.

A person may possess extraordinary musical ability but never
encounter an opportunity to develop it.

Another may have remarkable leadership potential but spend a
lifetime in circumstances where that ability remains largely
undiscovered.

Someone else may possess a natural gift for encouraging
others without ever recognizing how profoundly their kindness
influences the people around them.

How many extraordinary possibilities remain unexplored within
every human being?

This question interests me far more than whether another
physical version of ourselves actually exists.

For we do not need to travel to another universe to discover
that we contain abilities we have never fully developed.

We do not need to meet an alternative version of ourselves to
recognize that we can continue growing.

And we do not need to regret the lives we never lived in order
to appreciate the life we have.

| think about this when | reflect upon my own journey.

My life has included athletics, business, writing,
entrepreneurship, and an extraordinary variety of ideas and
initiatives.

There have been accomplishments | treasure and
disappointments | would never have anticipated.

There have been opportunities that developed beautifully and
others that never became what | imagined.



And there have been relationships and encounters that
changed the direction of my life in ways | could never have
predicted.

Had different decisions been made, my circumstances today
might be entirely different.

But would | be happier?
Would | possess greater wisdom?
Would | appreciate love and friendship as deeply?

Would | have developed the same desire to help make the
world better?

| simply do not know.
And perhaps that is the point.

The alternative lives we imagine are not necessarily superior to
the one we are living.

They are different.

Every imagined history contains possibilities we might welcome
and consequences we might not.

We tend to remember the opportunities we missed while
overlooking the blessings that arose from the paths we actually
followed.

A career that did not develop as expected may have led to an
extraordinary friendship.

A disappointment may have encouraged us to discover an
entirely new interest.

An unexpected encounter may have introduced us to someone
who transformed our understanding of life.

Sometimes the most wonderful experiences arise from
circumstances we never would have chosen.



This does not mean every painful event was necessary or
desirable.

Nor does it mean we should romanticize suffering.
It simply means that human lives are extraordinarily complex.

We rarely understand the full significance of an event while it is
occurring.

Now imagine meeting your alternative selves once again.
One has achieved enormous financial success.

Another has become a celebrated athlete.

Another has devoted a lifetime to scientific research.
Another has lived quietly, surrounded by family and friends.
Which life is the best?

How would we even begin to measure?

By wealth?

Recognition?

Accomplishment?

Happiness?

Love?

Perhaps the answer depends upon what we believe makes life
meaningful.

And perhaps the most important discovery would be that no
single measure can capture the value of a human existence.

A life filled with public achievement may also contain
loneliness.



A quiet life may be rich in friendship, affection, and fulfillment.

A person who appears unsuccessful by conventional standards
may have brought extraordinary happiness to countless others.

And someone whose accomplishments are celebrated around
the world may still be searching for peace.

The question, then, is not simply which version of ourselves
accomplished the most.

It is which version learned to live most beautifully.
And that brings us back to the present.

Who are you becoming?

What qualities are you developing?

What relationships are you nurturing?

What opportunities for kindness, creativity, and contribution are
before you?

These questions do not require us to compare ourselves with
imaginary alternatives.

They invite us to appreciate the extraordinary possibilities of the
person we already are.

| have come to believe that one of the greatest freedoms in life
is realizing that we do not need to become someone else in
order to live meaningfully.

We can continue becoming more fully ourselves.
We can learn.

We can grow.

We can discover new interests.

We can deepen our relationships.



And we can find new ways to contribute to the world around
us.

Even after decades of living, there may be remarkable
possibilities waiting to be discovered.

Perhaps the other versions of ourselves exist somewhere.
Perhaps they do not.

But the person we are today is real.

The people we love are real.

The opportunities before us are real.

And the possibility of making this day a little more wonderful is
something we can experience without travelling beyond our
universe.

Of all the lives you might have lived, the only one you can
truly embrace is the extraordinary life unfolding before you
now.



Chapter Nine

God, Destiny, and the lllusion of Choice

What if every moment of your life has already been
determined?

Every person you have met.
Every decision you have made.

Every success, disappointment, opportunity, and unexpected
turn.

What if nothing has ever happened by accident?

And what if the story of your life, from its beginning to its
conclusion, is already known to God?

For thousands of years, philosophers and theologians have
wrestled with the relationship between divine sovereignty and
human freedom.

Do we truly possess free will?

Or are our decisions part of a greater plan that has been
unfolding since the beginning of creation?

The question becomes especially fascinating when we
contemplate the possibility of parallel universes.

If every event is predetermined, does that mean there is only
one possible history?

Or could countless different histories exist, each unfolding
according to its own predetermined pattern?

And if God possesses complete knowledge of creation, might
every possible history already be known?



These questions take us into the heart of one of humanity's
oldest philosophical mysteries.

The Story Already Written

Imagine that your life is a magnificent novel.

The book contains every moment of your existence, from your
first breath to your final day.

Every conversation is recorded.

Every relationship is described.

Every unexpected encounter has its place.

And every event contributes to the unfolding story.
Now imagine that God possesses the completed book.
You, however, are experiencing it one page at a time.
You do not know what tomorrow's chapter contains.

You make plans, pursue opportunities, encounter difficulties,
and experience surprises.

From your perspective, the future remains unknown.

But from God's perspective, the entire story is already
understood.

This image offers one way of contemplating divine
foreknowledge.

Yet it raises an important distinction.

Knowing what will happen is not necessarily the same as
causing it to happen.

A person watching a recording of a football game knows the
final score, but that knowledge did not determine how the
players performed.



Of course, God's relationship to time and creation may be
entirely different from that of a spectator watching a recording.

The analogy is imperfect.

Nevertheless, it helps us recognize that divine knowledge and
divine determination are not automatically identical concepts.

Some theological traditions hold that God determines
everything that occurs.

Others maintain that God knows the future while allowing
genuine human freedom.

Still others understand divine providence as working through
human decisions and natural events without eliminating
meaningful choice.

These perspectives differ considerably, and none can be
established simply by imagining a completed book.

But each offers a way of considering the extraordinary
relationship between God and human existence.

What Does It Mean to Choose?

Think about the last important decision you made.

Perhaps you decided to pursue a business opportunity, contact
an old friend, or begin a new creative project.

You probably considered several possibilities.

You reflected upon their advantages and disadvantages.
And eventually, you made a decision.

But why did you choose as you did?

Your decision was influenced by your personality, experiences,
knowledge, beliefs, circumstances, and desires.



Those influences were themselves shaped by countless earlier
events.

Your upbringing.

Your education.

The people you encountered.

The opportunities available to you.

Even your mood at the moment of decision.

If we could somehow trace every influence backward, might we
discover an uninterrupted chain of causes extending far beyond
our own lives?

This is one of the central questions of determinism.

Under strict determinism, every event follows necessarily from
prior conditions and the laws governing reality.

Theological determinism adds the proposition that the
unfolding of events is ultimately governed by God's will.

But there is another possibility.

Perhaps human beings possess a meaningful capacity to
choose among alternatives, even while being influenced by
circumstances beyond their control.

And perhaps that freedom is itself part of the divine design.

| find it fascinating that these questions remain open to such
profound disagreement.

We experience ourselves as making choices.
We deliberate, reconsider, change our minds, and act.

Yet the deeper nature of that experience remains a
philosophical mystery.



The Paradox of Parallel Worlds

Now imagine that parallel universes exist.

In one universe, you accept an opportunity.

In another, you decline it.

In one, you meet a person who changes your life.
In another, that meeting never occurs.

If every universe follows a predetermined course, then each
might contain a complete history whose events unfold
according to its own conditions.

But if all possible outcomes exist, what becomes of the idea
that one particular future was destined to occur?

Perhaps destiny would apply to each history individually.

Perhaps the entire collection of histories would represent a
larger order.

Or perhaps the relationship between quantum possibilities and
divine providence is something our present concepts cannot
adequately describe.

These are philosophical possibilities, not scientific conclusions.

Quantum mechanics does not establish theological
determinism, and the many-worlds interpretation does not tell
us whether God exists or how divine providence operates.

Still, contemplating these ideas together invites us to think
beyond familiar boundaries.

Living Without Knowing Tomorrow

There is something wonderfully practical hidden within all this
uncertainty.



Whether our lives are predetermined or genuinely open, we
experience them one moment at a time.

We do not know what tomorrow will bring.
We cannot see every consequence of our actions.

And we cannot understand the complete significance of every
event as it occurs.

What, then, should we do?
Perhaps we should live with humility, gratitude, and purpose.

We can make thoughtful decisions without demanding certainty
about their outcomes.

We can pursue meaningful dreams without believing that every
disappointment represents failure.

We can appreciate the people who enter our lives, knowing that
their presence may have consequences far beyond anything we
presently recognize.

And we can learn to find peace in the mystery.

My own spiritual outlook has increasingly emphasized trust in
God.

| find comfort in the possibility that existence possesses a
meaning and purpose greater than | can presently comprehend.

That conviction does not require me to claim knowledge of
every detail of the future.

Rather, it encourages me to approach each day with openness
and appreciation.

There are things | hope to accomplish.
There are people | want to help.

There are dreams | continue to cherish.



But | am also learning that a wonderful life is not measured
solely by the fulfillment of plans.

It is measured by how beautifully we experience the moments
available to us.

A conversation with a friend.

A shared meal.

A quiet morning.

An opportunity to help someone.

An unexpected expression of kindness.

These experiences matter regardless of whether the universe is
deterministic.

And perhaps that is one of the most reassuring insights of all.

We do not need to solve the mystery of free will before we can
live meaningful lives.

We can continue learning, loving, creating, and contributing
while remaining open to the possibility that reality is far more
extraordinary than we understand.

Perhaps the story of our lives is already written. Perhaps it
is still unfolding through genuine choices. Either way, we
are here to experience it—and to make every moment as
meaningful as we can.



Chapter Ten

The Mind of God

Imagine possessing complete knowledge of everything that has
ever existed.

Every star.

Every planet.

Every living creature.

Every event in the history of the universe.

Now imagine knowing everything that will ever happen.
Every discovery humanity will make.

Every civilization that will rise and fall.

Every person who will ever live.

Every relationship, accomplishment, disappointment, and
moment of joy.

Such knowledge is beyond anything the human mind can
comprehend.

Yet the classical understanding of God in many religious
traditions includes the attribute of omniscience—complete and
unlimited knowledge.

What might that mean?

And what might it tell us about the extraordinary possibilities of
creation?



Beyond the Limits of Human Understanding

Human knowledge is remarkable, but limited.

We have developed powerful telescopes that allow us to
observe galaxies billions of light-years away.

We have created instruments capable of studying the structure
of matter at extraordinarily small scales.

We have developed mathematical descriptions of natural
phenomena that allow us to make predictions with astonishing
accuracy.

And yet, fundamental mysteries remain.
We do not fully understand the nature of consciousness.

We do not know whether the universe extends infinitely beyond
the observable region.

We do not know whether other universes exist.

And we have not resolved the deepest philosophical questions
concerning existence, time, and causation.

Perhaps these mysteries will eventually yield to scientific
investigation.

Perhaps some will remain beyond our reach.

But if God exists as an infinite intelligence, divine
understanding would not be constrained by the limitations of
human observation.

The distinction is profound.
We discover reality gradually.

God, in classical theology, is understood as possessing
knowledge without limitation.



We experience time as a succession of moments.

Some theological traditions understand God as existing beyond
time altogether.

We encounter possibilities without knowing which will become
actual.

God is often understood as knowing reality completely.

But does complete knowledge include every possibility that
might have existed?

The Knowledge of Every Possible World

Philosophers have long distinguished between what is actual
and what is possible.

The actual world is the world that exists.

A possible world, in philosophical reasoning, is a complete way
reality might have been.

These possible worlds are not necessarily physical universes.

They are conceptual tools used to explore questions about
necessity, possibility, truth, and existence.

For example, we can imagine a world in which a particular
historical event never occurred.

We can imagine one in which a scientific discovery happened
centuries earlier.

And we can imagine one in which humanity never experienced
the biblical Fall.

These possibilities do not automatically exist as physical
realities.

But they can be considered logically and philosophically.



Now suppose God possesses complete knowledge of every
possible world.

God would know not only what actually happens, but also what
could happen under different circumstances.

This idea has a long history in theology.

One particularly interesting approach is associated with the
sixteenth-century theologian Luis de Molina.

Molinism proposes that God possesses what is often called
middle knowledge —knowledge of what free creatures would
choose under any possible set of circumstances.

In this view, God could know what a person would do in
situations that never actually occur.

The approach attempts to reconcile divine providence with
genuine human freedom.

It differs from strict theological determinism, which understands
events as ultimately determined by God.

Both perspectives raise fascinating questions.
Could God know every possible version of human history?

Could God know what humanity would have become had
Adam and Eve never eaten the forbidden fruit?

Could God know every discovery, every civilization, and every
extraordinary accomplishment that might have emerged from
that alternative beginning?

Within the framework of divine omniscience, such knowledge is
certainly conceivable.

But knowing a possible world does not require that world to
exist physically.

That distinction is essential.



The Original Garden

Now return to the Garden of Eden.
Imagine two possible histories.

In the first, Adam and Eve eat the forbidden fruit, and the
biblical story unfolds as we know it.

In the second, they resist temptation.
Humanity remains in harmony with God.
Generations pass.

Communities develop.

Knowledge expands.

Civilization flourishes.

Thousands of years later, this alternative humanity has created
a world of extraordinary beauty, wisdom, and abundance.

If God knows every possible history, then perhaps the complete
story of that imagined civilization would be known to God.

Every discovery.

Every achievement.

Every relationship.

Every beautiful expression of human creativity.
The thought is breathtaking.

Not because we have demonstrated that such a civilization
exists, but because it encourages us to contemplate the depth
of divine knowledge.

Perhaps the possibilities of creation extend far beyond anything
humanity will ever experience.



And perhaps the reality we inhabit represents only one part of a
much greater philosophical mystery.

Why This World?

But another question inevitably arises.

If God could create a world without suffering, why does our
world contain so much of it?

Why are there wars?

Why do innocent people experience pain?

Why do children suffer?

Why does life sometimes appear so terribly unfair?

These questions form part of what philosophers and
theologians call the problem of evil.

They are among the most serious challenges to belief in an all-
powerful, all-knowing, and perfectly good God.

Different religious traditions offer different responses.
Some emphasize human freedom.

Others consider the possibility that certain virtues develop
through adversity.

Still others appeal to mysteries of divine purpose that exceed
human understanding.

None of these explanations should be used to dismiss the
reality of suffering or the responsibility to alleviate it.

When someone is hungry, our first responsibility is not to
explain why hunger exists.

It is to help provide food.



When someone is lonely, the most meaningful response may be
companionship.

When someone is suffering, compassion matters more than an
elaborate philosophical argument.

Perhaps that is where our understanding of God should lead
us.

Not away from the needs of the world, but toward them.
The Greatest Expression of Divine Possibility

| have often contemplated the extraordinary potential contained
within humanity.

We are capable of remarkable intelligence, creativity,
generosity, and love.

We can develop technologies that transform civilization.
We can create music and art that move people to tears.
We can form relationships that give life extraordinary meaning.

And we can help one another in ways that change the course of
entire lives.

Yet we have barely begun to understand how to organize our
societies around the well-being of everyone.

Perhaps contemplating the mind of God can encourage us to
think more expansively.

What if the possibilities of human existence are far greater than
our present circumstances suggest?

What if our greatest achievements still lie ahead?

What if we could create communities in which every person has
opportunities to develop their gifts, enjoy meaningful
relationships, and experience the wonder of being alive?



And what if the most important expression of human progress
is not the accumulation of knowledge alone, but the wisdom to
use that knowledge lovingly?

These are questions worth pursuing.

For even if we never discover the existence of parallel
universes, and even if the ultimate nature of divine knowledge
remains beyond our comprehension, we can still recognize
something extraordinary.

We possess the ability to imagine a better world.

We possess the intelligence to investigate how such a world
might function.

And we possess the capacity for compassion that can motivate
us to pursue it.

Perhaps those gifts are among the most wonderful aspects of
creation.

Perhaps they are invitations to participate in the continuing
development of human civilization.

And perhaps the greatest tribute we can offer to the
magnificence of creation is to use our abilities to help life
flourish.

| do not know whether the Original Garden of Eden continues
somewhere beyond our universe.

| do not know whether God has brought every possible reality
into existence.

But | find profound inspiration in contemplating the possibility
that creation is infinitely greater than anything we presently
understand.

And | find even greater inspiration in the realization that we can
bring something beautiful into existence through the way we
live.



A kinder community.

A more generous society.

A healthier world.

A civilization that values every person.

Perhaps we cannot comprehend the mind of God.

But we can contemplate the highest possibilities of love,
wisdom, and creation.

And we can allow those possibilities to guide our lives.

If the mind of God encompasses possibilities beyond
anything we can imagine, perhaps one of the greatest
purposes of human imagination is to help us discover how
much more wonderful our own world might become.



Chapter Eleven

A World Without War

Imagine opening a history book and discovering that there has
never been a war.

Not one.

No armies marching across continents. No cities reduced to
rubble. No children separated from their families by violence.
No generations of young people sent into battle against others
they have never met.

Imagine a world in which the word war has no meaning
because humanity has never experienced such a thing.

What an extraordinary history that would be.

In our own world, warfare has influenced the development of
civilizations for thousands of years.

Empires have risen and fallen. Borders have been drawn and
redrawn. Entire populations have been displaced, and
countless lives have been lost.

Human ingenuity has been directed toward the development of
increasingly sophisticated weapons.

And even during periods of relative peace, enormous resources
have been devoted to preparing for future conflicts.

Now imagine that all those resources had been directed toward
entirely different purposes.

What might humanity have accomplished?
The Civilization of Cooperation

In our imagined Eden, disagreements still arise.



People have different interests, perspectives, and preferences.

One community may wish to develop a beautiful new gathering
place, while another prefers to preserve the land in its natural
state.

Two inventors may disagree about the best approach to solving
a problem.

Families may hold different opinions about how to organize
their lives.

But disagreement does not lead to hatred.
And differences do not become excuses for violence.

Instead, people have developed extraordinary skills in
communication, cooperation, and understanding.

From childhood, everyone learns that another person's
perspective deserves consideration.

They understand that being different does not make someone
an enemy.

And they recognize that the purpose of resolving
disagreements is not to defeat another person, but to discover
a solution that respects everyone involved.

Imagine how this approach might influence the development of
civilization.

Rather than constructing fortifications to protect themselves
from neighbouring communities, people build beautiful roads,
gardens, and gathering places that connect them.

Rather than competing to control natural resources,
communities collaborate to ensure that resources are used
wisely and shared fairly.

Rather than devoting generations of scientific talent to
developing weapons, humanity concentrates upon



understanding nature, improving health, and expanding the
possibilities of life.

The consequences could be extraordinary.
Thousands of Years of Uninterrupted Progress

Consider the enormous human cost of warfare.

Beyond the lives lost, wars destroy infrastructure, disrupt
education, damage ecosystems, and interrupt the transmission
of knowledge.

Libraries disappeatr.
Schools close.
Communities are uprooted.

And generations may spend decades rebuilding what previous
generations created.

Now imagine a civilization that has never experienced those
interruptions.

Knowledge accumulates.
Institutions evolve.
Communities grow more beautiful.

Scientific discoveries become foundations for further
discoveries.

Every generation inherits the accomplishments of those who
came before and adds something new.

Would such a civilization necessarily be thousands of years
more technologically advanced than ours?

Not necessarily. History is complicated, and some technologies
have emerged partly through military competition.



But a civilization consistently devoted to peaceful cooperation
might develop forms of progress that our own world has
neglected.

Perhaps its greatest achievements would be found in medicine,
education, environmental stewardship, and human
relationships.

Perhaps its technologies would be designed primarily to make
life healthier, easier, and more enjoyable.

And perhaps the very meaning of progress would be different.

Instead of celebrating the ability to destroy, people would
celebrate the ability to create.

The Children of Peace

| find myself especially intrigued by the children of such a
civilization.

Imagine growing up without ever hearing stories of people
deliberately killing one another.

Imagine never seeing images of bombed cities, frightened
refugees, or families grieving loved ones lost in battle.

Imagine learning history as a magnificent story of discovery,
exploration, artistic achievement, and cooperation.

What kind of worldview would develop?

Would children naturally assume that strangers are potential
friends?

Would they approach unfamiliar cultures with curiosity rather
than suspicion?

Would they regard every human being as a member of one
extended family?



Of course, human personality would still be wonderfully
diverse.

Some children would be adventurous. Others cautious.
Some would love athletics, others music, science, or art.

But their understanding of relationships would be shaped by a
civilization in which violence had never become an accepted
instrument of power.

What an extraordinary foundation for life.
The Courage to Choose Peace

There is a temptation to dismiss such a world as impossibly
idealistic.

After all, our own history is filled with conflict.

But history also contains countless examples of peaceful
cooperation.

Families care for one another.
Neighbours help neighbours.
Communities organize to overcome difficulties.

Nations establish agreements and institutions that allow them
to resolve disputes without warfare.

Peace is not an unfamiliar human experience.

It is something we practice every day, often without recognizing
its significance.

The challenge is to extend those principles more consistently
across the boundaries that divide us.

We may never eliminate every disagreement.

We may never create a civilization entirely free from conflict.



But we can continue developing better ways to resolve
differences without violence.

We can teach children the importance of empathy.
We can strengthen institutions that encourage cooperation.

We can recognize the humanity of people whose beliefs and
circumstances differ from our own.

And we can remember that the people living on the other side
of the world generally want many of the same things we do.

Safety.

Health.

Friendship.

Opportunity.

Love.

A wonderful life for themselves and their families.

Perhaps the most remarkable feature of a world without war
would not be the absence of armies.

It would be the presence of a universal understanding that
every human life matters.

And that understanding is something we can begin cultivating
today.

Peace is not merely the absence of war. It is the presence
of relationships, communities, and institutions that make
violence increasingly unnecessary.



Chapter Twelve

The Civilization of Abundance

Imagine waking tomorrow morning with the absolute certainty
that everything you need to live a wonderful life will always be
available to you.

A beautiful home.

Nutritious food.

Excellent healthcare.

Education throughout your lifetime.
Transportation whenever you need it.

Opportunities for recreation, creativity, friendship, and personal
development.

Imagine never worrying about whether you can afford the
necessities of existence.

What would you do with your life?

This question fascinates me because so much of human
activity is organized around earning enough money to survive.

We work to pay for housing.
We work to buy food.
We work to obtain transportation.

We save for emergencies and worry about what might happen if
our income disappears.

For many people, financial uncertainty occupies an enormous
portion of their thoughts and energy.



But what if the basic necessities of life were guaranteed?

What if humanity had developed systems capable of providing
abundance for everyone?

The Meaning of Abundance

Abundance does not necessarily mean that everyone
possesses unlimited quantities of everything.

Our planet contains finite resources.

Land, energy, materials, and human time must be managed
responsibly.

But abundance can mean that essential goods and services are
sufficiently available, accessible, and well organized that no one
is deprived of what they need.

Consider clean drinking water.

In many communities, people simply turn on a tap and expect
safe water to appear.

They do not purchase individual glasses of water from a private
supplier every time they are thirsty.

Instead, society has developed infrastructure that makes this
essential resource broadly available.

Now imagine applying a similar principle to other necessities.
Food.

Transportation.

Education.

Basic healthcare.

Access to recreational and community facilities.



Could we develop systems that make these essentials reliably
available to everyone?

The practical challenges would be considerable.

But the question deserves serious exploration.
Beyond the Fear of Not Having Enough

In our imagined Eden, humanity has never organized its
civilization around the fear that some people must go without
so that others can prosper.

Instead, generations have devoted themselves to developing
systems that meet everyone's needs.

Agriculture is extraordinarily efficient and environmentally
sustainable.

Energy is clean and abundant.
Transportation networks are accessible and convenient.

Buildings are designed to last, adapt, and provide beautiful
environments for living.

Technology reduces unnecessary labour while expanding
opportunities for creativity and contribution.

And communities are organized to ensure that no one becomes
isolated or forgotten.

What would such a civilization feel like?

Imagine walking into a neighbourhood restaurant and enjoying
a wonderful meal without thinking about its price.

Imagine visiting a community centre filled with swimming pools,
athletic facilities, gardens, classrooms, music studios, and
beautiful gathering spaces.



Everything is available because the community has organized
its resources around shared well-being.

Imagine an elderly person receiving the care and
companionship they need without worrying about financial
consequences.

Imagine a young family raising children in an environment
where education, recreation, and healthy food are readily
accessible.

Imagine the freedom this would create.
Would People Still Contribute?

One of the first questions people ask about a society of
abundance is whether anyone would continue working.

If everyone's needs were met, why would people make an
effort?

| think this question reveals something interesting about how
we understand human motivation.

Certainly, financial necessity motivates enormous amounts of
work.

And any functioning society must ensure that essential tasks
are performed.

But human beings are motivated by far more than money.
People create music because they love music.

They garden because they enjoy nurturing living things.

They teach because they find fulfillment in helping others learn.
They invent because they are curious.

They volunteer because they care.



And they pursue athletic excellence because they love the
challenge of becoming better.

Imagine a civilization that has spent thousands of years
developing systems that encourage these motivations.

Unpleasant tasks might increasingly be automated.
Essential responsibilities could be shared fairly.

Education could help people discover meaningful ways to
contribute.

And social recognition might focus upon service, creativity, and
accomplishment rather than financial accumulation.

Such a society would still require thoughtful organization,
accountability, and responsible resource management.

But its underlying philosophy would be profoundly different.

People would not be expected to prove their worth by earning
the right to survive.

Their worth would be recognized as inherent.
The Freedom to Become

Perhaps the greatest gift of abundance would be freedom.

Not merely freedom from financial worry, but freedom to
discover what makes life meaningful.

Imagine a person who has always dreamed of learning to play
the piano.

In our world, that dream may be postponed because of work
obligations, financial pressures, or family responsibilities.

In an abundant society, the opportunity might be readily
available.



Imagine someone who wants to study astronomy, learn a new
language, or develop a remarkable invention.

Imagine a person who finds fulfillment caring for children,
helping older neighbours, or creating beautiful public gardens.

When basic needs are secure, people may have greater
freedom to explore these possibilities.

And as more people develop their abilities, the entire
community benefits.

Abundance becomes more than a collection of material
resources.

It becomes an environment in which human potential can
flourish.

The Abundance Already Around Us

We do not need to imagine another universe to recognize that
humanity possesses extraordinary productive capabilities.

Modern agriculture can produce enormous quantities of food.

Technology allows us to manufacture goods with remarkable
efficiency.

We possess extensive scientific knowledge about health,
nutrition, education, and infrastructure.

Yet access to these benefits remains deeply unequal.
The challenge is not simply to produce more.

It is also to develop better systems of distribution, access,
stewardship, and cooperation.

That is why | find the idea of a civilization of abundance so
compelling.



It encourages us to question assumptions that might otherwise
go unexamined.

Must every essential service depend entirely upon an
individual's purchasing power?

Could communities develop more effective systems for sharing
resources?

Could technology reduce the cost of providing necessities?

Could businesses, governments, charitable organizations, and
individuals collaborate in new ways?

These questions do not require us to abandon practical
economic reasoning.

They require us to apply it creatively.

And perhaps the most important shift begins with how we
define success.

What if the success of a community were measured by the
well-being of its residents?

What if the success of an economy were measured not only by
what it produces, but by how effectively it enables people to
flourish?

What if prosperity meant that everyone had enough—and
opportunities to enjoy life beyond the struggle for survival?

| believe these are possibilities worth exploring.

True abundance is not having more than everyone else. It is
creating a world in which everyone has enough to live
beautifully.



Chapter Thirteen

A Thousand Years Ahead of Ourselves

Imagine visiting a civilization that has enjoyed thousands of
years of uninterrupted scientific and technological
development.

Its people have never devoted their greatest resources to
warfare.

They have never deliberately suppressed discoveries to
preserve power.

They have never organized their societies around the
assumption that knowledge must be restricted to a privileged
few.

Instead, generation after generation has worked together to
understand the universe and improve the quality of life.

What might such a civilization have discovered?
Perhaps its technologies would appear miraculous to us.

Perhaps its medical knowledge would transform our
understanding of health and longevity.

Perhaps its transportation systems would make the distances
separating communities almost irrelevant.

And perhaps its understanding of consciousness, nature, and
the universe would extend far beyond our own.

Let us imagine what we might encounter.
The Future of Medicine

We begin our journey at a magnificent centre devoted to human
well-being.



But it looks nothing like the hospitals we know.

There are beautiful gardens, walking paths, swimming pools,
exercise facilities, and peaceful places for reflection.

People gather for education, recreation, therapy, and
companionship.

Medical technology is integrated naturally into everyday life.

Perhaps sophisticated systems continuously monitor important
aspects of health, identifying potential problems long before
symptoms develop.

Perhaps treatments can repair damaged tissues and restore
functions that our present medicine cannot.

Perhaps many diseases have become preventable or readily
treatable.

And perhaps the science of aging has advanced in ways we
can scarcely imagine.

These are possibilities, not predictions.

Even a highly advanced civilization might face biological
limitations that cannot be overcome.

But the underlying philosophy is especially interesting.

Healthcare is not primarily a system people enter when
something goes wrong.

It is a lifelong process of helping individuals flourish.

Physical health, emotional well-being, mental stimulation,
meaningful relationships, and spiritual fulfillment are
understood as interconnected aspects of life.

The goal is not merely to extend existence.

It is to make existence wonderful.



Transportation Without Limitations

Next, imagine travelling across this extraordinary world.

You step outside your home and enter a comfortable
transportation vehicle.

There is no need to drive.
No traffic congestion.
No exhaust fumes.

The vehicle carries you quietly and efficiently to your
destination.

Perhaps advanced energy systems make transportation
inexpensive and environmentally sustainable.

Perhaps sophisticated networks coordinate movement so
effectively that enormous numbers of people can travel without
delays.

And perhaps journeys between distant cities take only minutes.
Now extend the imagination further.

Could such a civilization have developed practical methods of
exploring distant planets?

Might it possess spacecraft capable of travelling through the
solar system with remarkable ease?

Could its understanding of physics reveal possibilities we have
not yet discovered?

We should not assume that advanced technology can
overcome every physical limitation.

The speed of light, for example, remains a fundamental
constraint within established relativity.



But we can imagine a civilization that has explored the
possibilities of known physics far more thoroughly than we
have.

What extraordinary achievements might result?
The Age of Unlimited Learning

Perhaps one of the most remarkable features of this civilization
would be its approach to education.

Imagine that every person has access to the accumulated
knowledge of humanity.

Not simply through books or screens, but through
extraordinarily effective learning systems adapted to individual
interests and abilities.

A child fascinated by astronomy can explore the structure of
distant galaxies.

A person interested in music can learn from remarkable
teachers and creative technologies.

Someone who wants to understand biology can study living
systems through immersive experiences.

And learning continues throughout life.

There is no assumption that education ends when formal
schooling is completed.

People are encouraged to remain curious, adventurous, and
intellectually active.

Imagine what this might mean over generations.

A civilization in which knowledge is freely shared could develop
extraordinary collective intelligence.

Discoveries made in one community become available
everywhere.



Researchers collaborate across disciplines.
Inventors build upon the accomplishments of others.

And people from every background have opportunities to
contribute.

Perhaps the greatest scientific advances would emerge not
from a few isolated geniuses, but from the combined creativity
of millions of people.

Technology in the Service of Life

There is another important distinction between our imagined
civilization and our own.

Its technologies are developed primarily to enhance human
flourishing.

They are not designed simply to maximize consumption or
capture attention.

They do not encourage people to spend their lives
disconnected from meaningful relationships.

Instead, they support health, creativity, learning, recreation, and
community.

Imagine technology that eliminates unnecessary drudgery while
allowing people more time with those they love.

Imagine systems that make food production sustainable and
efficient.

Imagine buildings that generate their own energy, conserve
resources, and provide beautiful living environments.

Imagine advanced artificial intelligence assisting people in
discovering new medicines, designing better communities, and
exploring the mysteries of nature.



Such systems would still require careful governance and
safeguards.

Advanced technology can create new risks as well as new
opportunities.

But in a civilization founded upon cooperation and mutual care,
its development might be guided by priorities quite different
from those that frequently dominate our own world.

The Greatest Discovery

As we continue exploring this imagined civilization, something
unexpected becomes apparent.

Its greatest achievement may not be any particular technology.
It may be the wisdom with which technology is used.

For what good is extraordinary scientific knowledge if it does
not contribute to human well-being?

What good is magnificent transportation if people have
nowhere meaningful to go?

What good is extended life if those additional years are filled
with loneliness or unhappiness?

And what good is unlimited information if people never develop
the wisdom to use it?

Perhaps the most advanced civilization is not necessarily the
one with the most powerful machines.

Perhaps it is the one that has learned how to combine
knowledge with compassion.

Imagine a society in which every technological breakthrough is
considered in light of a simple question:

Will this help life flourish?



Will it improve health?
Will it strengthen relationships?
Will it protect the natural world?

Will it expand opportunities for creativity, discovery, and
happiness?

And will its benefits be shared fairly?

These questions might guide an extraordinary era of human
development.

Our Own Extraordinary Beginning

There is something encouraging about imagining a civilization a
thousand years ahead of ourselves.

It reminds us that our own world is still young in many respects.

Modern science has existed for only a relatively small portion of
human history.

Electricity, aviation, computers, and advanced medicine have
transformed civilization within a remarkably short period.

Artificial intelligence is opening possibilities that earlier
generations could scarcely have imagined.

We do not know what discoveries await us over the next
century, much less the next thousand years.

Some developments may bring remarkable benefits.
Others may present difficult challenges.

But we have the opportunity to influence the direction of
progress.

We can encourage scientific research devoted to human well-
being.



We can develop technologies that are accessible and
beneficial.

We can improve education.
We can strengthen international cooperation.

And we can ensure that the pursuit of technological
advancement remains connected to the things that make life
meaningful.

Perhaps the civilization we have imagined does not exist
anywhere.

Perhaps humanity has never enjoyed thousands of years of
uninterrupted harmonious development.

But the possibilities it represents can still inspire us.
We can learn to use our knowledge more wisely.

We can direct our ingenuity toward solving meaningful
problems.

And we can remember that the greatest purpose of progress is
not simply to accomplish more.

It is to live better.

The most extraordinary civilization may not be the one that
discovers everything the universe can offer, but the one
that learns to use its discoveries to make life wonderful for
everyone.



Chapter Fourteen

The World Without Money

Imagine walking into a beautiful grocery store, selecting
everything your family needs, and leaving without paying.

No cash.

No credit cards.

No prices.

No financial transaction whatsoever.

You simply take what you need, knowing that the same
opportunity is available to everyone.

Now imagine visiting a wonderful restaurant, enjoying a
magnificent meal, and leaving with a smile and a heartfelt
expression of appreciation.

There is no bill.
No expectation of payment.
And no concern about whether you can afford to return.

Imagine stepping into a comfortable vehicle that takes you
wherever you wish to go, visiting a magnificent recreation
centre, or receiving excellent medical care.

Everything is available because society has developed systems
that provide these services for everyone.

Welcome to our imagined Eden.

A world without money.



How Did We Come to Depend Upon Money?

Money is such a familiar part of our lives that it can be difficult
to imagine civilization functioning without it.

We use money to purchase food, housing, transportation,
clothing, and countless other necessities.

We earn it through employment, business, investments, or
other activities.

We save it, spend it, borrow it, and worry about it.

For many people, financial considerations influence nearly
every important decision.

Yet money is not a natural resource like water, sunlight, or fertile
soil.

It is a human institution.

Throughout history, societies have developed different systems
for exchanging goods, recording obligations, storing value, and
organizing economic activity.

Money became enormously useful because it made exchange
easier, allowed people to specialize, and helped coordinate
complex economies.

But its usefulness does not necessarily mean that every future
civilization must organize itself around money in the same way.

Imagine a society that developed along an entirely different
path.

A civilization in which cooperation, shared resources, and
mutual responsibility were established from the beginning.

Might its people have developed systems that provide goods
and services without requiring individual financial transactions?

| believe this is a question worth exploring.



A Different Understanding of Wealth

In our imagined Eden, wealth is not measured by the amount of
money a person posSsSesses.

Instead, wealth is understood as the collective ability of society
to provide a wonderful life for everyone.

A community is wealthy when its residents are healthy.
When children have extraordinary opportunities to learn.
When older people are valued and supported.

When homes are beautiful and comfortable.

When transportation is convenient.

When food is nutritious and abundant.

When people have time to enjoy friendships, creativity,
recreation, and meaningful activities.

In this civilization, the success of society is measured by the
quality of life it makes possible.

And because everyone benefits from the accomplishments of
the whole, people are naturally motivated to contribute.

Imagine a person who loves growing food.

They spend their days developing magnificent gardens and
agricultural systems.

Another person enjoys preparing meals.
They create wonderful dishes that bring happiness to others.

Someone else is fascinated by engineering and develops
technologies that make transportation more efficient.

Another loves working with children.



They devote their talents to education.

Each person contributes according to their interests, abilities,
and the needs of the community.

And everyone benefits.
But Who Does the Difficult Work?

This is where our imaginary civilization must confront practical
questions.

Even in a world without money, resources remain finite.
Food must be grown.

Buildings must be maintained.

Waste must be managed.

Equipment must be repaired.

And many essential tasks may not be especially enjoyable.

A society cannot function simply because everyone wishes it
to.

It requires organization, responsibility, and reliable systems.

In our imagined Eden, perhaps thousands of years of
technological development have automated much of the
unpleasant or dangerous work.

Machines maintain infrastructure.
Advanced agricultural systems produce abundant food.
Intelligent transportation networks operate efficiently.

And sophisticated planning systems help communities
understand their needs.

But automation alone cannot solve every problem.



People must still make decisions about priorities, resources,
and responsibilities.

Perhaps essential tasks are shared fairly.

Perhaps people develop a strong sense of satisfaction from
contributing to the well-being of others.

Perhaps education helps every person discover meaningful
ways to participate in community life.

And perhaps the civilization has developed remarkably effective
methods of coordinating resources without relying upon money
as the primary incentive.

Such arrangements would require trust, transparency,
accountability, and careful management.

A moneyless society would not automatically be free from
scarcity, waste, or disagreement.

But it could be organized around a fundamentally different
understanding of human motivation.

The Freedom of Enough

Consider how much of our present-day anxiety is connected to
money.

People worry about losing their jobs.
They worry about rising prices.

They worry about retirement.

They worry about unexpected expenses.

And many spend their lives pursuing financial security that
always seems just beyond reach.

Now imagine removing those worries.

What would happen to human relationships?



Would families spend more time together?

Would people feel less pressure to compete with their
neighbours?

Would individuals become more willing to explore creative
interests?

Would communities experience greater generosity and
cooperation?

Perhaps.

Financial security does not guarantee happiness, and human
beings would still encounter emotional challenges.

But the freedom from constant economic uncertainty could
create extraordinary opportunities.

Imagine a young person choosing a field of study because they
genuinely love it, rather than because they fear being unable to
earn a living.

Imagine parents having sufficient time to enjoy their children's
development.

Imagine older people remaining active in their communities
without worrying about whether their savings will last.

Imagine people helping one another without calculating the
financial value of every interaction.

What a beautiful foundation for human existence.

The Beginning of a Different World

| have spent considerable time contemplating the possibility of
communities where essential goods and services are freely

accessible.

This is an important element of my vision for A NuVo World.



| imagine communities in which food, transportation, and
access to magnificent LifeStyle Centres become available to
everyone.

Places where people can enjoy recreation, education,
healthcare support, social activities, and opportunities for
personal development without financial barriers.

Such a transformation would not happen overnight.

It would require substantial resources, responsible planning,
technological innovation, and new forms of cooperation.

It would also require a clear understanding of how goods and
services are produced, maintained, and distributed.

But perhaps the journey could begin with smaller experiments.
Community food programs.

Shared transportation systems.

Publicly accessible recreation facilities.

Neighbourhood initiatives that encourage people to exchange
goods and services freely.

Partnerships among businesses, charitable organizations, and
community members.

Each successful experiment could teach us something about
what works, what does not, and what might be improved.

Perhaps a completely moneyless civilization remains a distant
possibility.

Perhaps some form of money will always be useful for
coordinating complex economic activity.

But even if money remains, we can still ask whether access to
life's essentials should depend so heavily upon an individual's
financial circumstances.



And perhaps that is the most important question.

For the ultimate purpose of an economy should not be the
accumulation of money for its own sake.

It should be the creation of conditions in which people can live
meaningful, healthy, and fulfilling lives.

Imagine a world in which everyone has enough.

Enough food.

Enough security.

Enough opportunity.

Enough time to enjoy the extraordinary gift of existence.
Perhaps that is what true wealth really means.

The richest civilization may not be the one whose people
possess the most money, but the one whose people have
the greatest freedom to enjoy life.



Chapter Fifteen

The Extraordinary Ordinary Life

Imagine waking up tomorrow morning in the Garden that never
fell.

Sunlight filters gently through your bedroom window.

The air is fresh.

The world outside is peaceful.

You stretch, smile, and begin another wonderful day.

There is nothing particularly extraordinary about the morning.
And that is precisely what makes it extraordinary.

You are not worried about paying bills.

You are not anxious about losing your home.

You are not wondering whether you can afford the food your
family needs.

You are simply looking forward to the day ahead.
Perhaps you will spend time with someone you love.
Perhaps you will enjoy a wonderful meal.

Perhaps you will learn something new, visit friends, exercise,
create something beautiful, or help a neighbour.

And perhaps you will do very little at all.

Because in this imagined civilization, the value of your life is not
measured by how busy you are.

It is measured by the experience of being alive.



The Miracle of an Ordinary Morning

| have come to appreciate the extraordinary beauty of simple
moments.

A cup of tea.

A warm greeting.

A pleasant conversation.

A walk through the neighbourhood.

A shared meal with someone you love.

These experiences may seem insignificant when compared with
great achievements, international recognition, or magnificent
accomplishments.

But are they really?
Consider the happiness contained within a genuine smile.

Think about the comfort of being welcomed by someone who is
pleased to see you.

Imagine the joy of sitting quietly beside a person you love,
without needing to accomplish anything at all.

Perhaps we have underestimated the importance of these
moments.

We live in a world that frequently encourages us to pursue
more.

More money.
More possessions.
More recognition.

More accomplishments.



And while ambition can be a wonderful source of motivation, it
can also distract us from appreciating what we already
possess.

In our imagined Eden, perhaps people have learned something
we are still discovering.

Life is not merely preparation for a future moment when
happiness will finally become possible. Life is the
opportunity to experience happiness now.

A Day in Paradise

Let us follow an ordinary family through a typical day.

The parents awaken naturally, well rested and looking forward
to the morning.

Their children are excited about the activities awaiting them.
Breakfast is a relaxed and enjoyable occasion.

There is no frantic rush to prepare everyone for a day
dominated by obligations.

Instead, the family shares conversation, laughter, and plans.

One child is fascinated by music and will spend part of the
morning learning to play an instrument.

Another loves animals and will visit a beautiful centre devoted
to understanding and caring for living creatures.

One parent is involved in developing new technologies.

The other enjoys working with a community group that creates
maghnificent gardens and public spaces.

Their activities are meaningful, but they do not consume their
entire lives.

There is time for recreation.



Time for friendships.
Time for quiet reflection.
And time simply to enjoy being together.

Later in the day, the family gathers with friends for a wonderful
meal.

Children play nearby.

Music fills the air.

People share stories about their discoveries and experiences.
Someone has developed an exciting new idea.

Another has returned from an extraordinary journey.

An older neighbour shares memories and wisdom gathered
over a long and fulfilling life.

No one is concerned about who earns the most money.

No one feels inferior because their accomplishments are less
publicly recognized.

Everyone is valued.

Everyone belongs.

And everyone has something interesting to contribute.
The Beauty of Being

There is an important distinction between doing and being.
Much of modern life is organized around activity.

We make lists.

We establish goals.



We measure productivity.
We celebrate accomplishments.

And we frequently judge ourselves according to how much we
have achieved.

There is nothing inherently wrong with this.

Creating, contributing, and accomplishing meaningful things
can bring tremendous satisfaction.

But what happens when we begin to believe that our value
depends upon constant activity?

We may lose the ability to enjoy stiliness.
We may feel guilty when we rest.

We may overlook the beauty of experiences that cannot be
measured.

In our imagined Eden, people have developed a different
understanding.

They recognize that being alive is itself an extraordinary
experience.

A person does not need to accomplish something remarkable
every day in order for that day to be worthwhile.

Sometimes the greatest joy comes from a quiet conversation.
Sometimes it comes from watching children play.

Sometimes it comes from sitting beside a lake, listening to the
birds, and appreciating the beauty of creation.

And sometimes it comes from doing absolutely nothing except
enjoying the company of someone you love.

Perhaps this is one of the most important lessons our imaginary
civilization can teach us.



We are human beings.

Not merely human doings.
The Art of Neighbouring

Imagine living in a community where everyone knows that they
matter.

People greet one another warmly.
Neighbours take an interest in each other's lives.

Children grow up surrounded by adults who encourage and
support them.

Older residents remain active, valued members of the
community.

And when someone needs assistance, help is readily available.
Not because an elaborate system requires it.

But because caring for one another has become a natural
expression of everyday life.

| have experienced glimpses of this kind of community in my
own neighbourhood.

A simple greeting can lead to a friendship.
Remembering someone's name can make them feel valued.
Taking a moment to help a stranger can brighten an entire day.

And showing up consistently, with kindness and genuine
interest, can gradually transform the atmosphere of a place.

These are small actions.

But their significance can be enormous.



Imagine thousands of people approaching their neighbours
with the same spirit.

Imagine communities in which kindness becomes contagious.

Imagine a world where people begin each day looking for
opportunities to make life a little more wonderful for those
around them.

Perhaps the foundations of Eden are not as distant as we
sometimes imagine.

Happiness Without Conditions

There is another remarkable quality | imagine in the ordinary
lives of Eden's people.

They do not continually postpone happiness.
They do not say, "l will be happy when | become wealthy."

Or, "I will be happy when | accomplish something
extraordinary."

Or, "I will be happy when everything in my life finally unfolds
according to my plans."

Instead, they appreciate the opportunities available in the
present.

They pursue dreams because creating and discovering bring
them joy.

They help others because kindness is fulfilling.
They develop relationships because love enriches existence.

And they welcome each new day as another opportunity to
experience the wonder of life.

This does not mean they never experience sadness,
disappointment, or uncertainty.



Even in an imagined harmonious civilization, meaningful
relationships could involve complex emotions, and discovery
could bring unexpected challenges.

But perhaps its people have learned not to make happiness
entirely dependent upon circumstances.

They understand that gratitude, affection, curiosity, and
connection are themselves extraordinary sources of fulfillment.

Heaven on Earth Begins at Home

As | contemplate this imagined civilization, | am reminded of
something important.

Many of its most beautiful qualities are already available to us.
We may not live in a world without financial concerns.

We may not possess extraordinary technologies that eliminate
every difficulty.

And we certainly have not overcome all the challenges facing
humanity.

But we can still experience love.

We can still appreciate beauty.

We can still develop friendships.

We can still help one another.

And we can still discover joy in ordinary moments.

A wonderful meal shared with someone we love can be a little
experience of paradise.

A peaceful walk can become an opportunity to appreciate
creation.

A kind word can transform someone's day.



A community gathering can remind us that we belong to
something greater than ourselves.

Perhaps Heaven on Earth is not simply a distant destination.

Perhaps it is also a way of experiencing and relating to the
world around us.

And perhaps the greatest transformation begins when we stop
waiting for life to become extraordinary and begin recognizing
the extraordinary qualities of the life we already possess.

| think this is a beautiful place to conclude our imaginary
exploration of a civilization that never fell.

We have contemplated a world without war.
A civilization of abundance.
Extraordinary scientific and technological development.

A society in which money is no longer the foundation of
everyday existence.

And finally, the simple happiness of ordinary people enjoying
wonderful lives.

But now | want to turn toward something more personal.

For the possibilities we have imagined are not limited to ancient
history or distant universes.

Every human life contains turning points.

Every person has experienced moments when events might
have unfolded differently.

And every one of us carries dreams that may reveal something
about the world we wish to create.

In the chapters ahead, | want to explore some of those
possibilities through the experiences of my own life.



Not because my story is more important than anyone else's.

But because every life provides a unique window into the
extraordinary mystery of what might have been.

And perhaps, through that exploration, we will discover
something meaningful about what might yet become.

The greatest miracle of paradise may not be that every day
is extraordinary. It may be that every ordinary day is
recognized as a miracle.



PART FOUR

THE LIVES WE MIGHT HAVE LIVED

Forty-Five Years of Dreams, Decisions, and Possibilities.

Chapter Sixteen

The Road Not Taken

There is a fascinating question | sometimes ask myself.

What would my life look like today if | had made different
decisions forty or fifty years ago?

Would | be living in the same city?

Would | have pursued the same interests?
Would | have met the same people?

Would | have developed the same dreams?

And perhaps most importantly, would | have become the
person | am today?

| suspect that almost everyone who has lived long enough to
accumulate a substantial collection of experiences has
contemplated similar questions.

We look back upon our lives and recognize moments when
everything might have unfolded differently.

An opportunity accepted.

An invitation declined.



A friendship that developed.

A relationship that ended.

A business that succeeded—or failed.
Sometimes the turning points are obvious.

At other times, their significance becomes apparent only many
years later.

And occasionally, the most important events of our lives begin
with circumstances so ordinary that we barely notice them.

The Extraordinary Consequences of Small
Decisions

Imagine two people walking along a busy street.
One stops to look in a shop window.
The other continues walking.

Because of that brief delay, the first person encounters an old
acquaintance.

They begin talking.
The conversation leads to an introduction.

The introduction eventually leads to a new business
opportunity.

And that opportunity changes the direction of several lives.

Had the person not stopped at the window, none of those
events might have occurred.

Or perhaps a similar opportunity would have appeared through
entirely different circumstances.

We cannot know.



But the example illustrates the extraordinary complexity of
human experience.

Our lives are shaped by countless interactions, many of which
appear insignificant when they occur.

And the consequences extend far beyond ourselves.
Every person we meet has their own network of relationships.
Every decision influences circumstances that may affect others.

Every idea we share has the potential to inspire someone in
ways we never anticipate.

It is almost impossible to comprehend how extensively our lives
are interconnected.

A Life of Many Possibilities

My own journey has taken me through an extraordinary variety
of experiences.

| studied veterinary medicine and earned my Doctor of
Veterinary Medicine degree, although | ultimately chose not to
practise.

| pursued athletic excellence and became a world champion in
racquetball.

| worked as a golf and racquet sports professional.

| became involved in business, including the restaurant and
hospitality industries.

Over the years, | developed numerous ideas and initiatives,
many of them inspired by a desire to make existing activities
more enjoyable, accessible, or rewarding.

| also discovered a deep love of writing.



And throughout much of my life, | have been fascinated by the
possibilities of creating a better world.

Looking back, | can imagine countless alternative histories.
What if | had pursued veterinary medicine?

Perhaps | would have spent decades caring for animals and
developing relationships with the families who loved them.

What if | had devoted my entire professional life to racquetball?

Perhaps | might have become involved in developing the sport
internationally.

What if one of my early business ventures had achieved
extraordinary success?

Perhaps it would have opened doors to opportunities | could
never have anticipated.

And what if some of the ideas | developed many years ago had
received the support necessary to flourish?

How different might my life—and the lives of others—have
become?

These are intriguing questions.

But there is something important | have learned about
contemplating alternative histories.

We tend to imagine the opportunities we missed without fully
appreciating the experiences that emerged from the paths we
actually followed.

The Blessings We Could Not Have Predicted

Suppose | could return to an earlier point in my life and change
a particular decision.

Perhaps | could avoid a disappointment.



Perhaps | could pursue an opportunity more successfully.

Perhaps | could achieve something | once dreamed of
accomplishing.

But what else would change?

Would I still meet the people who have become important to
me?

Would | still develop the same interests?
Would | discover the same ideas?

Would | experience the relationships that now bring such
meaning to my life?

These questions become especially significant when | think
about Christy Anne.

Our relationship has brought extraordinary happiness and
companionship into my life.

The simple pleasures we share—our conversations, meals,
quiet moments, and everyday routines—have become among
the most meaningful experiences of my existence.

Had my earlier life unfolded differently, would our paths ever
have crossed?

| cannot know.

And that uncertainty reminds me that the value of a life cannot
be measured solely by the opportunities it appears to have
missed.

Sometimes the greatest treasures arrive through circumstances
we never could have planned.

The Freedom to Begin Again

There is another reason | find the road not taken so fascinating.



It reminds me that life does not become fixed simply because
we reach a particular age.

At sixty-six, | continue to develop ideas, pursue interests, write
books, and imagine extraordinary possibilities.

| do not regard my most creative years as necessarily belonging
to the past.

Quite the opposite.

The experiences of previous decades have provided
perspectives | could not have possessed when | was younger.

| have learned from accomplishments.
| have learned from disappointments.

| have learned from relationships, challenges, and unexpected
developments.

And | continue to discover new ways of understanding life.
Perhaps this is one of the greatest gifts of growing older.
We acquire a broader perspective.

We begin to recognize that success can take many forms.

And we may become less concerned with proving ourselves
and more interested in enjoying the experience of being alive.

That does not mean abandoning ambition.

It means allowing ambition to become part of a larger, more
meaningful life.

We can still dream.
We can still create.

We can still make a difference.



But we need not postpone happiness until every dream has
been fulfilled.

The Road Before Us

The past is filled with roads we never travelled.

Some might have led toward extraordinary accomplishments.
Others might have brought difficulties we cannot imagine.
But the future remains filled with possibilities.

We can develop new friendships.

We can pursue new interests.

We can share what we have learned.

We can help others avoid mistakes we once made.

And we can continue contributing to the world in ways that
reflect our values and abilities.

Perhaps the most important question is not what might have
happened had we chosen differently decades ago.

Perhaps it is what we can do with the wisdom those decades
have given us.

| cannot return to the beginning of my athletic career.
| cannot revisit every business decision.

And | cannot know what my life would have become in another
possible history.

But | can appreciate the extraordinary journey that brought me
here.

And | can continue looking forward with curiosity, gratitude, and
enthusiasm.



The roads we never travelled may remain fascinating
mysteries. But the road before us is still an invitation to
discover something wonderful.



Chapter Seventeen

The Racquetball Universe

There was a time when | believed racquetball might become
one of the greatest sports in the world.

And | had good reason to be excited.

Racquetball is fast, challenging, athletic, and extraordinarily
enjoyable.

It combines speed, agility, strategy, anticipation, and
remarkable hand-eye coordination.

A player must think quickly, react instinctively, and adapt
constantly to the movement of the ball.

At its highest level, the game can produce breathtaking
displays of athletic ability.

| know this from personal experience.

Racquetball became an important part of my life, and | had the
privilege of reaching the highest level of competitive
achievement as a world champion.

| loved the game.
| loved the competition.

And | loved the extraordinary possibilities | believed it
possessed.

Yet today, the sport occupies a much smaller place in the
athletic world than | once imagined.

And | cannot help wondering what might have happened had
different decisions been made during its formative years.



A Sport Filled With Possibility

Imagine returning to the period when racquetball was attracting
enormous interest.

Courts were being constructed.

Players were discovering the excitement of the game.
Competitive events were developing.

And there was genuine enthusiasm about the sport's future.

Now imagine that its leaders had come together around a
unified international vision.

A vision that extended beyond individual tournaments,
organizations, or short-term commercial interests.

Suppose they had established a comprehensive development
system.

Young players would be introduced to the sport through
schools and community programs.

Coaches would receive exceptional training.

Facilities would be designed to welcome beginners while
supporting competitive excellence.

Professional events would be organized to create compelling
experiences for spectators.

And the sport would be promoted consistently across national
and international markets.

What might have happened?

The World Championship That Might Have Been

Imagine a racquetball world championship held in a magnificent
arena.



Thousands of spectators fill the seats.
The playing court is designed to provide exceptional visibility.

Sophisticated camera systems capture every rally from multiple
angles.

Large screens display replays, statistics, and player
information.

The atmosphere is electric.

Two extraordinary athletes enter the court.
The match begins.

The ball moves at astonishing speed.

Players dive, recover, anticipate, and execute shots requiring
remarkable precision.

The crowd responds enthusiastically.

Television and streaming audiences around the world follow
every point.

Children watching at home become inspired to try the sport
themselves.

Sponsors recognize the excitement and commercial potential.
Schools introduce racquetball programs.

New facilities open.

And a new generation of athletes begins pursuing excellence.
Could such a future have developed?

Perhaps.

But it would have required much more than exceptional
athletes.



It would have required leadership, organization, investment,
accessible facilities, effective marketing, and a long-term
commitment to development.

Sporting success is rarely determined by athletic quality alone.

The structure surrounding a sport can be just as important as
the game itself.

The Importance of Leadership

Consider the sports that have achieved enormous international
popularity.

Their success has often depended upon organizations capable
of developing consistent rules, professional competitions, youth
programs, commercial partnerships, and compelling spectator
experiences.

The most successful sports have also found ways to create
emotional connections with audiences.

People follow athletes.

They support teams.

They celebrate championships.

They develop traditions.

And they introduce their children to the games they love.

Imagine if racquetball had developed a comparable worldwide
structure.

Perhaps professional players would have become household
names.

Perhaps major championships would attract enormous
international audiences.



Perhaps the sport would have become a regular feature of
school athletics.

And perhaps racquetball facilities would be found in
communities throughout the world.

We cannot know whether this alternative history was
realistically achievable.

The sport faced genuine challenges, including the cost of
constructing courts, competition from other recreational
activities, and the difficulty of presenting a fast-moving indoor
game to television audiences.

But those challenges might have inspired innovation.
Different court designs.

Improved broadcasting technologies.

More accessible facilities.

New competitive formats.

And creative partnerships with schools, recreation centres, and
other sports organizations.

The Decisions That Shape an Industry

What fascinates me most is how the development of an entire
sport can be influenced by decisions made during relatively
brief periods.

Which organizations take leadership?

How are resources allocated?

What priorities guide development?

How are young participants introduced to the game?

What opportunities are created for talented athletes?



And how effectively does the sport communicate its excitement
to the wider public?

These decisions can influence generations.

An effective youth development program might introduce
thousands of children to a sport.

Some become recreational participants.

Others become coaches.

A few become champions.

And many eventually introduce their own children to the game.
The effects can multiply over decades.

But the opposite can also occur.

When facilities close, programs disappear, and participation
declines, rebuilding becomes increasingly difficult.

The lesson extends far beyond racquetball.

Organizations, industries, and communities are shaped by the
quality of their long-term vision.

The Universe Where Racquetball Flourished

Now imagine visiting another possible Earth.

You arrive in a major city and notice an enormous athletic
complex.

Inside are beautiful racquetball courts, training facilities,
spectator arenas, and recreation spaces.

Children are taking lessons.

Adults are enjoying recreational matches.



Professional athletes are preparing for an international
tournament.

The sport is thriving.

You turn on the television and discover that the world
championship is one of the most anticipated athletic events of
the year.

Millions of people are watching.
The leading players are internationally recognized.
And young athletes dream of becoming racquetball champions.

What a wonderful world that would be for someone who loves
the game.

But perhaps the most interesting question is not whether such
a universe exists.

It is what we might learn from imagining it.

What would that civilization have done differently?
How would it have organized the sport?

What investments would it have made?

What mistakes would it have avoided?

And could some of those lessons still be applied today?
The Dream That Remains

| no longer look at racquetball simply as a sport in which | once
competed.

| see it as an example of the extraordinary relationship between
vision, decisions, and outcomes.

A great idea does not automatically become a great institution.



A wonderful activity does not necessarily become widely
popular.

And extraordinary potential does not guarantee extraordinary
success.

Development requires more than imagination.

It requires people, resources, organization, persistence, and the
willingness to adapt.

But imagination remains essential.

Without it, we cannot envision possibilities beyond what
already exists.

Perhaps racquetball will never become one of the world's
dominant sports.

Perhaps it will experience a revival through new technologies,
facilities, and development programs.

The future remains uncertain.

But the sport's history offers a lesson | carry into my other
initiatives.

The potential of something wonderful can remain
unrealized when the vision necessary to develop it is never
fully embraced.

And that realization leads naturally to another sport that has
occupied a significant place in my life.

Golf.
A game whose possibilities | have contemplated for decades.

And a game for which | have envisioned an entirely different
future.



Chapter Eighteen

The Golfing World That Might Have
Been

Imagine a world in which golf is one of the most accessible,
enjoyable, and rewarding recreational activities on Earth.

A world in which people of every age, background, and ability
can experience the pleasure of the game.

A world where beginners feel welcome, experienced players
continue improving, and magnificent facilities provide
opportunities for recreation, learning, friendship, and
competition.

Now imagine that this world is supported by an international
network of extraordinary golf facilities.

Beautiful championship courses.
State-of-the-art indoor golf centres.
Professional instruction.

Advanced clubmaking and fitting services.

And a comprehensive system designed to help every golfer get
the greatest possible enjoyment from the game.

This is the kind of future | have imagined through G3 Golf.
Why Golf?
Golf is a remarkable game.

It can be enjoyed throughout much of a person's life.

It combines physical activity with concentration, coordination,
strategy, and emotional discipline.



It offers opportunities for competition, personal improvement,
and social connection.

And it allows people to spend time outdoors in beautiful
surroundings.

Yet golf can also be frustrating.

Many players struggle to improve despite years of effort.
Instruction can be expensive or confusing.

Equipment choices can be overwhelming.

Access to quality facilities may be limited by geography or cost.

And the game can sometimes appear intimidating to
newcomers.

What if these challenges were approached through an entirely
different system?

What if golf development were organized around the individual
player's experience rather than around isolated products and
services?

The G3 Golf Vision

My vision for G3 Golf begins with a simple principle.

Every golfer deserves the opportunity to get the most out of the
game.

That means more than learning to swing a club.

It means understanding the player's abilities, goals, equipment,
physical characteristics, and personal preferences.

It means providing instruction that is practical, encouraging,
and effective.



It means helping players develop confidence and enjoy their
progress.

And it means creating facilities where golf becomes a wonderful
part of everyday life.

Imagine entering a G3 Golf Indoor Golf Facility.

Inside are eight advanced Golfzon simulators, providing
opportunities for practice, instruction, recreation, and
competition.

Players can experience famous courses from around the world.
Beginners can learn in a comfortable environment.
Experienced golfers can analyze their performance.

Friends can gather for enjoyable competitions regardless of
weather conditions.

And a complete clubmaking facility provides opportunities for
equipment fitting, adjustment, repair, and customization.

Everything is designed to help people enjoy golf more fully.
Now imagine thousands of these facilities around the world.
In cities.

In neighbourhoods.

In communities where traditional golf courses are difficult to
access.

Suddenly, the game becomes available to people who might
otherwise never have experienced it.

The Championship Facilities

But the vision extends much further.



Imagine a worldwide network of more than 10,000 G3 Golf 36-
hole championship facilities.

Each is designed to provide an extraordinary golfing
experience.

Beautiful courses.

Excellent practice areas.
Professional instruction.
High-quality equipment services.
Comfortable gathering places.

And opportunities for people of different ages and abilities to
participate.

These facilities could become centres of recreation and
community life.

Places where friendships develop.
Where families enjoy time together.
Where young players discover their abilities.

And where older golfers continue participating in a game they
love.

The scale of such a vision is enormous.

It would require substantial investment, land, environmental
planning, operational expertise, and long-term demand.

Not every community could support a major championship
facility.

But the underlying idea remains compelling.



What if golf infrastructure were developed as part of a
coordinated worldwide system designed to make the game
more enjoyable and accessible?

The Importance of the Individual Golfer

One of the things | have always found fascinating about golf is
the extraordinary diversity of its participants.

No two golfers are exactly alike.

They differ in age, strength, flexibility, coordination, experience,
and expectations.

Some want to become highly competitive players.

Others simply want to enjoy an occasional round with friends.
Some love practising.

Others prefer playing.

And many are interested primarily in the social and recreational
benefits.

A truly effective golf development system must recognize these
differences.

It should not assume that every golfer needs the same
instruction.

Nor should it measure success solely by competitive
performance.

For one player, success might mean breaking ninety.

For another, it might mean learning to strike the ball
consistently.

For someone else, success might simply mean enjoying a
beautiful afternoon with friends.



The purpose of G3 Golf is to help each individual discover the
version of the game that brings them the greatest satisfaction.

The Golfing Universe

Now let us return to our imaginary window into another world.

In this alternative history, G3 Golf has developed into an
extraordinary international organization.

Thousands of facilities operate across continents.

Millions of people participate.

Children are introduced to golf through welcoming programs.
Adults enjoy affordable access to indoor and outdoor facilities.
Advanced technologies help players improve.

And communities benefit from beautiful recreational
environments.

Golf has become more than a sport.

It has become a worldwide system for recreation, learning,
friendship, and personal development.

Imagine visiting one of its magnificent championship facilities.
The grounds are beautiful.

Players of every age are enjoying the courses.

Families gather in comfortable restaurants and recreation areas.
Coaches work with beginners.

Experienced golfers participate in friendly competitions.

And throughout the facility, there is a wonderful atmosphere of
enthusiasm and belonging.



What might such a world teach us?

Perhaps that golf's greatest opportunity is not simply to attract
more players.

Perhaps it is to create a more complete and enjoyable
experience for everyone who participates.

The Lessons of Possibility

As with racquetball, we cannot know how golf might have
developed under different circumstances.

We cannot know whether a particular system would have
achieved worldwide success.

But imagining an alternative future can help identify
opportunities for improvement.

Better instruction.

More accessible facilities.
Improved equipment services.
Greater emphasis upon enjoyment.
Stronger community connections.

And a more comprehensive understanding of what individual
players need.

These are possibilities that can be explored in our own world.
And they illustrate something | find increasingly important.

The value of a vision does not depend entirely upon whether it
is realized in its original form.

A vision can inspire smaller innovations.

It can encourage new partnerships.



It can challenge familiar assumptions.

And it can help people recognize opportunities they might
otherwise overlook.

Perhaps G3 Golf will someday develop into something
approaching the worldwide system | have imagined.

Perhaps its most meaningful contributions will emerge through
smaller initiatives.

The future remains open.
But the underlying purpose is clear.

To help people enjoy life more fully through a game that offers
extraordinary opportunities for recreation, friendship, learning,
and personal growth.

And that purpose connects G3 Golf to something much larger.

For the same principles that could transform the experience of
golf might also help transform the experience of everyday life.

Imagine communities designed to support individual well-
being.

Imagine systems that help people develop their abilities.
Imagine facilities that bring people together.

Imagine a world in which recreation, health, learning, and
friendship become accessible to everyone.

These ideas lead naturally toward the broader vision of A NuVo
World.

And perhaps that is one of the most fascinating discoveries of
my own journey.

The dreams that appear to concern different industries and
activities may actually share a common foundation.



The desire to help people discover, develop, and enjoy the
extraordinary possibilities of life.



Chapter Nineteen

The Dreams That Refused to Die

There is something extraordinary about a dream that remains
alive for decades.

Circumstances change.
Opportunities appear and disappear.
Businesses begin and end.

People enter and leave our lives.

And yet, somewhere within us, certain dreams continue to
flourish.

They may evolve.

They may take different forms.

They may remain unrealized for many years.
But they refuse to disappear.

| know something about this.

Throughout my life, | have been fascinated by the possibilities
of creating things that make life more enjoyable, rewarding, and
meaningful.

Sometimes those ideas have involved sports.
Sometimes business.

Sometimes technology, education, recreation, or community
development.

And increasingly, they have involved a much larger question.



What would it take to create a world in which every person
has the opportunity to live a truly wonderful life?

A Lifetime of Ideas

Looking back over my journey, | recognize a recurring theme.

| have rarely been satisfied with simply accepting that
something must continue operating as it always has.

When | became involved in racquetball, | imagined possibilities
for the sport far beyond its existing structure.

When | worked in golf, | contemplated systems that could help
players enjoy the game more fully.

When | entered business, | was interested not only in operating
an enterprise, but in discovering ways to improve the
experience it provided.

And when | began developing broader visions for community
life, | found myself contemplating possibilities that extended
beyond any single industry.

What if we could create a system that helped every person
achieve optimal well-being?

What if communities were designed around the needs of their
residents?

What if products and services were developed to provide the
highest possible quality and value?

What if transportation, food, recreation, education, and
healthcare support became more accessible to everyone?

And what if the ultimate purpose of human enterprise were to
make life more wonderful?

These questions gradually became central to my vision of
NuVo.



The word itself represents a simple aspiration.
The best.
Not merely something better than what existed yesterday.

But a continuing commitment to discovering the highest
standards of quality, service, experience, and human well-
being.

The NuVo Vision

| imagine NuVo as something much larger than a conventional
business.

Its potential encompasses an extraordinary range of products
and services.

From everyday necessities to sophisticated technologies.

From clothing and household goods to transportation and
recreation.

From food and hospitality to education, health, and personal
development.

The ambition is to create an extensive collection of products
and services guided by a consistent commitment to excellence.

But the vision extends beyond the products themselves.

| imagine NuVoWay LifeStyle Centres established in
communities throughout the world.

Magnificent facilities where people can enjoy physical activity,
recreation, education, social interaction, and support for their
overall well-being.

Places where children discover their abilities.

Where adults develop new interests.



Where older people remain active and engaged.
And where everyone feels welcome.

Imagine a worldwide network of more than 10,000 such
centres.

Each adapted to its community.
Each designed to bring people together.

Each contributing to the physical, mental, emotional, and
spiritual well-being of its members.

What an extraordinary undertaking that would be.
And what an extraordinary opportunity to improve lives.

Of course, a vision of this scale would require immense
resources, careful planning, experienced leadership, and years
of sustained effort.

But great initiatives often begin with questions that seem
almost impossibly ambitious.

The Dreams That Change Form

One of the interesting things about dreams is that they do not
always develop in the ways we originally anticipate.

An idea may begin as a business concept and eventually
become a community initiative.

A personal interest may inspire a book.
A conversation may lead to an unexpected partnership.

And an apparent disappointment may encourage us to
reconsider how best to pursue an objective.

Over the years, | have developed numerous projects.

Some have progressed further than others.



Some have changed substantially.
And some remain possibilities awaiting the right circumstances.

But | have come to appreciate that the underlying purpose can
remain meaningful even when the original form changes.

Consider my interest in helping people enjoy sports.

That purpose can be expressed through professional
instruction, recreational facilities, youth development programs,
or the design of more accessible experiences.

Consider my interest in community well-being.

That purpose can be expressed through a magnificent LifeStyle
Centre.

But it can also be expressed through a neighbourhood food
program, a shared meal, a friendly greeting, or a simple act of
generosity.

The scale changes.

The underlying aspiration remains.
The Power of Writing

In recent years, writing has become an increasingly important
expression of my ideas.

| have written more than forty books exploring subjects such as
love, faith, purpose, personal development, community, and the
extraordinary possibilities of human existence.

Writing offers a freedom that | find particularly wonderful.

An idea that might require enormous financial resources to
implement can first be explored through words.

A vision can be described.



A philosophy can be examined.
A possibility can be shared with readers around the world.

And sometimes, a book can influence someone we may never
meet.

Perhaps a reader discovers a new perspective.
Perhaps a person feels encouraged to begin again.

Perhaps someone recognizes an opportunity to help their
community.

Or perhaps a simple sentence brings comfort during a difficult
moment.

We may never know the full influence of what we write.

But the possibility of making a positive difference is itself a
wonderful reason to continue.

| have also envisioned a film, Come Away With Me, inspired by
my life and spiritual experiences.

The project represents another opportunity to explore the
relationship between faith, identity, love, and the mysteries of
existence.

Whether through books, film, business, or community
initiatives, the underlying desire remains remarkably consistent.

To share ideas that might help make life more wonderful.
When Dreams Remain Unfulfilled

There is an important distinction between believing in a dream
and knowing that it will become reality.

| have enormous enthusiasm for the possibilities | envision.

But | also recognize that meaningful initiatives require practical
development.



They require cooperation.

Resources.

Planning.

Adaptation.

And sometimes, a willingness to reconsider assumptions.
Not every idea succeeds.

Not every opportunity develops.

And not every dream unfolds according to its original
conception.

That does not necessarily mean the dream was without value.

Sometimes an unrealized vision becomes the foundation for
something smaller but deeply meaningful.

Sometimes it inspires another person.

Sometimes it reveals lessons that lead toward an entirely
different opportunity.

And sometimes its greatest contribution is the inspiration it
provides throughout the journey.

Perhaps the measure of a dream should not be limited to its
eventual scale.

Perhaps we should also consider the person we become while
pursuing it.

The Dream Behind Every Dream

As | reflect upon the many ideas that have occupied my life, |
recognize that they share a common foundation.

| want to become a better person.



| want to help the people | encounter experience better lives.

And | want to contribute, in whatever ways | can, to making the
world a better place.

That aspiration connects my interest in sports, business,
writing, community development, and spiritual exploration.

It also connects these pursuits to the central question of this
book.

What if humanity could become something more wonderful
than we have yet imagined?

What if our communities could flourish in ways we have barely
begun to explore?

What if we could create systems that help every person
develop their abilities, enjoy meaningful relationships, and
experience the beauty of existence?

These questions continue to inspire me.
And perhaps they always will.

For | have come to believe that the most meaningful dreams are
not necessarily those that promise personal recognition or
financial success.

They are those that encourage us to contribute something
worthwhile to the lives of others.

A dream does not lose its value simply because it has not
yet been realized. Sometimes its greatest gift is the
purpose it gives to the life of the dreamer.



Chapter Twenty

The Extraordinary Power of One Life

How much difference can one person make?
It is a question worth considering.

When we look at the enormous challenges facing humanity, it is
easy to feel insignificant.

There are billions of people in the world.

Countless communities.

Enormous institutions.

Complex economic systems.

And problems that have persisted for generations.

What meaningful influence can one individual possibly have?

Perhaps far more than we imagine.

The Ripple Effect

Imagine dropping a small stone into a still pond.
The stone disappears beneath the surface.

But the water begins to move.

A circle forms.

Then another.

And another.

The ripples spread outward, extending far beyond the place
where the stone entered the water.



Human influence can operate in much the same way.

A kind word may improve someone's mood.

That person may then treat another person more kindly.
A thoughtful conversation may inspire a new idea.

That idea may lead to an initiative that benefits an entire
community.

A teacher may encourage a child who eventually makes an
extraordinary contribution to society.

And a stranger may offer assistance at precisely the moment
someone needs it most.

We rarely see the full consequences of our actions.

But that does not mean those consequences are insignificant.
The Ministry of Presence

One of the most meaningful lessons | have learned is that
helping people does not always require elaborate programs or
extraordinary accomplishments.

Sometimes it simply requires being present.
Showing up.

Taking an interest.

Remembering someone's name.

Offering a smile.

Listening.

And making people feel that they matter.

| have experienced this through my daily interactions in my
neighbourhood.



| enjoy greeting people as they begin their mornings.
Some are on their way to work.

Others are taking their children to school.

Some are making deliveries.

Others are simply passing by.

A friendly greeting may last only a few seconds.

But over time, those brief encounters can develop into familiar
relationships.

People begin recognizing one another.
Conversations become more personal.
A sense of community gradually emerges.

And a place that might otherwise feel anonymous begins to feel
more welcoming.

| think there is something beautiful about that.

No enormous financial investment is required.

No complicated organization must be established.
No special qualifications are necessary.

Just a willingness to care.
The Art of Neighbouring

Imagine if every person made a conscious effort to improve the
lives of those around them.

Not through grand gestures.

But through ordinary acts of kindness.



A neighbour notices that an elderly resident needs help carrying
groceries.

Someone welcomes a new family to the community.
A person invites someone who appears lonely to share a meal.

A local business owner finds a way to support a worthwhile
community initiative.

A group of residents organizes an activity that brings people
together.

Individually, these actions may appear modest.

Collectively, they can transform the atmosphere of an entire
neighbourhood.

And perhaps that is how many meaningful changes begin.
Not with an enormous institution.
Not with a magnificent building.

But with people deciding to care about one another.
Be the One

Some years ago, | became deeply interested in the possibility
of helping individuals transform their own communities.

| began imagining a world in which people everywhere would
recognize that they did not need to wait for someone else to
begin.

They could become the person who takes the first step.
The person who introduces neighbours.
The person who organizes a gathering.

The person who identifies a local need.



The person who encourages others to participate.

The person who helps turn a worthwhile idea into something
real.

| call this philosophy Be the One.

It is not a suggestion that one person should attempt to
accomplish everything alone.

Quite the opposite.

It is an invitation to recognize that one person's initiative can
inspire collective action.

Every community contains people with remarkable abilities.
Some are natural organizers.

Others are creative thinkers.

Some possess professional expertise.

Others have time, energy, resources, or valuable relationships.

When these people begin working together, extraordinary
possibilities can emerge.

But someone often needs to begin.
Someone needs to imagine what might be possible.
Someone needs to extend the first invitation.

Someone needs to say, "Why don't we try?"
The Power of a Shared Meal

| have become increasingly interested in the ability of food to
bring people together.

A shared meal creates opportunities for conversation.



People relax.

They exchange stories.

They discover common interests.

And sometimes, friendships begin.

Consider a neighbourhood restaurant.

To some people, it is simply a place to purchase food.
But it can become much more.

It can become a gathering place.

A place where people feel welcome.

A place where neighbours meet.

A place where community relationships develop naturally.

| have explored this possibility through my involvement with
Express Indien, a neighbourhood restaurant whose owner,
Ram, takes great pride in preparing wonderful food.

My hope has been to help introduce more people to the
restaurant while encouraging it to become a welcoming place
for friendship and community.

The results of such efforts cannot be guaranteed.
But the underlying principle is worth exploring.

A restaurant can nourish more than the body.

It can nourish relationships.

And relationships are among the foundations of a flourishing
community.



From One Person to a Community

Now imagine extending this philosophy throughout an entire
neighbourhood.

People begin greeting one another more warmly.

Local businesses become gathering places.

Community organizations develop partnerships.
Residents share resources.

Families receive support.

Children discover new opportunities.

And older people remain active participants in community life.
Gradually, the neighbourhood becomes more connected.
More welcoming.

More generous.

And perhaps more joyful.

This is part of what | envision for Notre-Dame-de-Grace, the
Montreal community | call home.

I imagine NDG becoming a model for a different approach to
community living.

A place where residents, businesses, institutions, and
organizations collaborate to improve the well-being of
everyone.

A place where practical programs help meet essential needs.

A place where recreation, learning, and friendship are
encouraged.



And a place where the simple art of neighbouring becomes an
important part of everyday life.

Could one person accomplish such a transformation?
Certainly not alone.

But one person can begin.

One person can share a vision.

One person can develop ideas.

One person can invite others to participate.

And perhaps those efforts can inspire additional people to
contribute.

The Difference We Never See

There is another reason | believe the influence of one life can be
extraordinary.

Much of that influence remains invisible.

We may never know how deeply a conversation affected
someone.

We may never discover what happened because we offered
encouragement.

We may never learn whether a book we wrote helped a reader
through a difficult period.

And we may never recognize the full significance of a small act
of kindness.

But the absence of visible results does not mean our actions
are without value.

A person may remember a kind word for years.



A child may carry the encouragement of an adult throughout
life.

A neighbour may feel less alone because someone consistently
greets them.

And a simple expression of appreciation may arrive at precisely
the right moment.

These are not necessarily the kinds of accomplishments that
attract public recognition.

But they can make life more wonderful.
The World Begins With Us

As we conclude this part of our journey, | find myself returning
to the central theme of the book.

What if the world could have been different?
What if humanity had made different decisions?

What if entire civilizations had developed around love,
cooperation, and shared well-being?

These questions are fascinating.

But they become especially meaningful when we apply them to
our own lives.

What if we become a little kinder?

What if we make an effort to know our neighbours?

What if we share our abilities more generously?

What if we begin pursuing an idea that could help others?

What if we decide that making the world better is not someone
else's responsibility?



Perhaps the transformation we imagine does not begin with
changing the entire planet.

Perhaps it begins with changing the experience of one person.
And then another.
And another.

Until the influence extends further than we could ever have
anticipated.

| cannot know how much of my own vision will eventually
become reality.

I cannot know how many people will read my books, participate
in my initiatives, or find inspiration in the ideas | share.

But | can continue doing what is available to me.
| can love.

| can encourage.

| can create.

| can help.

And | can make an effort to leave the people | encounter feeling
a little better than they did before.

That seems to me a wonderful way to live.

And perhaps, when multiplied across millions of lives, it could
become the foundation of an extraordinary civilization.

You do not need to change the entire world to make a
meaningful difference. You need only begin making the
world around you a little more wonderful.



PART FIVE

A GLIMPSE OF THE ORIGINAL EDEN

Journey Into a Civilization That Never Fell.

Chapter Twenty-One

Welcome to Eden

Imagine that somewhere beyond the boundaries of our
observable universe, there exists another Earth.

Its mountains rise majestically above magnificent valleys.
Its oceans shimmer beneath a brilliant blue sky.

Its forests stretch across continents, filled with extraordinary
varieties of plants and animals.

And its cities are among the most beautiful creations
imaginable.

But something about this world is profoundly different.
Humanity has never experienced the Fall.

For thousands of years, its people have developed their
civilization without warfare, deliberate cruelty, or the belief that
one person's prosperity must come at another's expense.

They have learned to live in harmony with nature.
They have developed extraordinary technologies.

And they have organized their societies around a simple
understanding.



Life is a magnificent gift to be enjoyed, developed, and shared.

Welcome to Eden.
The First Glimpse

Imagine arriving on a gentle hillside overlooking an enormous
valley.

Below you lies a city unlike anything you have ever seen.

There are magnificent buildings surrounded by gardens, trees,
fountains, and winding pathways.

Some structures rise gracefully into the sky, their architecture
blending naturally with the landscape.

Others are nestled among forests and lakes.
There are no enormous parking lots.

No congested highways.

No industrial districts filled with smoke.

Instead, quiet transportation systems move people effortlessly
throughout the city.

Beautiful public spaces invite residents to gather.

Children play in magnificent gardens.

People walk, cycle, and enjoy recreational activities.

And everywhere, there is a remarkable atmosphere of peace.
You notice something else.

No one appears to be rushing.

People are active, certainly.

Some are working on projects.



Others are learning, creating, or enjoying recreation.

But their activities seem motivated by enthusiasm rather than
anxiety.

There is purpose without pressure.
Ambition without desperation.

And accomplishment without the need to establish superiority
over others.

The City of Living Beauty

As you enter the city, you discover that its architecture has
been designed around the well-being of its inhabitants.

Every neighbourhood contains magnificent gardens.
Every home has access to beautiful outdoor spaces.

There are places for music, art, athletics, education, and quiet
reflection.

Buildings are designed to use energy efficiently and provide
comfortable environments throughout the year.

Water flows through carefully maintained streams and
fountains.

Trees provide shade.

Flowers bring colour to the pathways.

And birdsong accompanies the gentle sounds of everyday life.
You enter a magnificent community centre.

Inside are swimming pools, athletic courts, exercise facilities,
libraries, classrooms, studios, gardens, and welcoming places
to gather.

People of every age are enjoying themselves.



Some are learning new skills.
Others are exercising.
Children are participating in creative activities.

Older residents are sharing stories, teaching, and enjoying
companionship.

Everything is beautifully maintained.

And everything is available to everyone.
The People of Eden

Perhaps the most remarkable discovery is not the architecture
or technology.

It is the people.

They greet one another warmly.

Strangers are welcomed with genuine curiosity.

Children are treated with affection and respect.

Older people are valued for their experience and wisdom.

And every person appears to possess a deep sense of
belonging.

There is no obvious distinction between the wealthy and the
poor.

Indeed, the familiar concept of wealth seems almost irrelevant.
People possess what they need to live comfortably.

Their individuality is expressed through interests, creativity,
relationships, and personal accomplishments.

But no one is considered more valuable because they possess
more material goods.



You notice that people listen attentively when others speak.

They seem genuinely interested in understanding different
perspectives.

Disagreements arise, but they are approached as opportunities
to learn.

There is no need to humiliate another person in order to
establish one's own importance.

The dignity of each individual is understood.
A Different Kind of Happiness

As you spend time among the people of Eden, you begin to
recognize something extraordinary.

Their happiness is not dependent upon constant entertainment
or excitement.

They enjoy recreation, certainly.

They love music, art, athletics, travel, and discovery.

But they also find deep satisfaction in ordinary moments.
A conversation.

A walk.

A shared meal.

A beautiful sunset.

Time spent with family and friends.

Their lives are not organized around the endless pursuit of
something they do not yet possess.

They appreciate what is already available.



And because their essential needs are secure, they have the
freedom to explore the extraordinary possibilities of existence.

The Question That Changes Everything

As you look across this magnificent civilization, a question
begins forming in your mind.

What if humanity had developed this way from the beginning?
What if cooperation had become our defining principle?

What if we had devoted thousands of years to creating beauty
rather than preparing for destruction?

What if every person had always been recognized as inherently
valuable?

Would our world look something like this?
We cannot know.

This Eden is an imaginative possibility, not a discovered
universe.

But perhaps that does not diminish its significance.

For as we contemplate its beauty, we begin recognizing
opportunities within our own civilization.

We can create more welcoming communities.

We can develop more accessible recreational facilities.
We can organize resources more effectively.

We can improve the environments in which people live.
And we can treat one another with greater kindness.

Perhaps we cannot step through a doorway into another
universe.



But we can allow the possibilities of that imagined world to
influence the choices we make in this one.

The greatest gift of imagining Eden may be discovering
how much of its beauty we could begin creating here.



Chapter Twenty-Two

A Day in Paradise

The morning begins with birdsong.
Sunlight gently illuminates the room.

You awaken feeling rested, peaceful, and excited about the day
ahead.

There is no alarm clock demanding that you begin another
exhausting day of obligations.

No financial worries.

No urgent messages about problems that must be resolved
immediately.

Just the extraordinary pleasure of being alive.

Welcome to an ordinary day in Eden.
Morning in the Garden

You step onto a beautiful terrace overlooking a magnificent
garden.

The air is fresh and fragrant.

Flowers of extraordinary colours bloom along winding
pathways.

A gentle stream flows nearby.

In the distance, people are walking, exercising, and enjoying
the morning.

You prepare breakfast.



Fresh fruit.

Wonderful bread.

A warm beverage.

Everything is delicious, nutritious, and readily available.

As you eat, you reflect upon the activities you might enjoy
today.

Perhaps you will visit a centre devoted to learning.

Perhaps you will spend time with friends.

Perhaps you will work on a creative project.

Or perhaps you will simply enjoy the beauty of the day.

There is no expectation that every moment must be productive.

Your life has value because you are alive.
The Joy of Discovery

Later in the morning, you visit a magnificent learning centre.
Its architecture is breathtaking.

Natural light fills spacious rooms.

Gardens surround the building.

Inside, people of every age are exploring subjects that fascinate
them.

One group is studying the extraordinary structure of the
universe.

Another is developing new approaches to sustainable
agriculture.

Children are learning about animals and ecosystems.



Musicians are composing beautiful melodies.
Artists are creating remarkable works.

And researchers are sharing discoveries that may improve life
throughout the world.

You join a discussion about the history of human civilization.

The participants are fascinated by the achievements of earlier
generations.

They speak with appreciation about the discoveries that made
their present lives possible.

But they are equally interested in what remains to be learned.
Knowledge is not regarded as a possession to be guarded.
It is a gift to be shared.

And learning is understood as one of the great pleasures of
existence.

The Afternoon Gathering

At midday, you meet several friends at a beautiful restaurant
overlooking a lake.

The atmosphere is relaxed and welcoming.

Wonderful food is prepared by people who genuinely love their
craft.

There is music.

Laughter.

Conversation.

And the comfortable feeling of belonging.

One friend describes a journey to a distant part of the world.



Another shares news of a fascinating scientific discovery.

Someone else has been working with a group of children on a
creative project.

The conversation moves naturally from one subject to another.
No one is trying to impress the others.

There is no competition to establish who is more successful.
Everyone is interested in the experiences of everyone else.

As the meal concludes, you thank the people who prepared
and served it.

They smile warmly.
Their work is appreciated.

And you leave feeling nourished in more ways than one.
The Freedom to Play

During the afternoon, you visit a magnificent recreational
complex.

There are athletic courts, swimming pools, walking trails, and
beautiful open spaces.

People are participating in activities that suit their interests and
abilities.

Some enjoy friendly competition.
Others prefer exercise and recreation.
Children are learning new skKills.

And older adults remain active in ways that bring them
pleasure.

You decide to play a racquet sport.



The facility is exceptional.

The equipment is beautifully maintained.

And the atmosphere is filled with enthusiasm.
You enjoy the challenge of the game.

You laugh with your companions.

You appreciate the movement, coordination, and excitement.

There is no need for the experience to become anything more

than it is.
The pleasure of playing is enough.

Afterward, you relax beside a swimming pool and enjoy a
conversation with someone you have just met.

Within minutes, you discover several shared interests.

Another friendship begins.
The Evening of Belonging

As the afternoon turns toward evening, the city becomes
especially beautiful.

Soft lighting illuminates gardens and pathways.

People gather in public spaces.

Music can be heard from an open-air performance area.
Families stroll together.

Friends meet for conversation.

Children play nearby.

You return home and spend time with someone you love.



Perhaps you prepare a meal together.

Perhaps you sit quietly in the garden.

Perhaps you share stories about the day.

There is no pressure to make the evening extraordinary.

It already is.

As the sun sets, you reflect upon the experiences of the day.
You learned something.

You enjoyed physical activity.

You shared wonderful conversations.

You appreciated beautiful surroundings.

You spent time with people who matter to you.

And you contributed, in small ways, to the happiness of others.

What more could you ask?
The Meaning of Paradise

When we imagine paradise, we sometimes think of
extraordinary luxury.

Magnificent palaces.

Endless entertainment.
Unlimited possessions.

And every conceivable pleasure.

But perhaps paradise is something simpler.



Perhaps it is a life in which our needs are met, our relationships
are meaningful, our opportunities are abundant, and our days
are filled with experiences we genuinely enjoy.

Perhaps it is the freedom to learn.
The freedom to create.

The freedom to love.

The freedom to rest.

And the freedom to participate in a community where everyone
belongs.

As you prepare for sleep, you feel an overwhelming sense of
gratitude.

Not because you accomplished something spectacular.
But because you experienced another wonderful day.
And tomorrow offers the opportunity to do so again.

Perhaps paradise is not a place where extraordinary things
happen constantly. Perhaps it is a place where the ordinary
experience of being alive is recognized as extraordinary.



Chapter Twenty-Three

The Wonders of an Unfallen Civilization

After experiencing the beauty of everyday life in Eden, you
begin wondering about the civilization's greatest achievements.

What has humanity discovered after thousands of years of
peaceful development?

What technologies have emerged?
What mysteries have been solved?
And what possibilities remain unexplored?

You decide to visit a magnificent centre devoted to scientific
discovery.

The Great Hall of Knowledge

The building is unlike anything you have ever seen.

Its enormous interior is filled with interactive displays, gardens,
laboratories, and beautiful gathering spaces.

Scientists, artists, engineers, educators, and philosophers work
together.

There are no rigid boundaries separating disciplines.
A discovery in biology may inspire an innovation in architecture.

An insight from mathematics may contribute to a new musical
composition.

And a technological breakthrough may open extraordinary
possibilities for environmental restoration.

Knowledge is understood as an interconnected whole.



You begin exploring the exhibits.
The Miracle of Health

The first area is devoted to human health.

You discover that medicine has advanced far beyond what is
available in our own world.

Sophisticated systems help people understand their individual
biological characteristics.

Potential health problems can often be identified at very early
stages.

Advanced treatments support healing and recovery.

And lifelong programs encourage physical activity, nutritious
eating, emotional well-being, and meaningful relationships.

Perhaps the civilization has developed therapies capable of
repairing certain forms of tissue damage.

Perhaps it has learned to prevent diseases that remain difficult
to treat in our world.

Perhaps it understands aspects of human aging that we have
barely begun to investigate.

But what impresses you most is not any single medical
breakthrough.

It is the philosophy underlying the entire system.
Health is regarded as a lifelong pursuit.
Not simply the absence of disease.

But the development of physical, mental, emotional, and social
well-being.

Every person receives support suited to their needs.



And the ultimate goal is to help people enjoy the highest
possible quality of life.

Energy in Harmony With Nature

Next, you enter an exhibit devoted to energy.

The civilization has developed extraordinarily efficient methods
of producing, storing, and distributing power.

Its systems operate with minimal environmental damage.
Buildings generate and conserve energy intelligently.
Transportation networks function quietly and efficiently.

Industrial processes are designed to recover and reuse
materials.

And natural ecosystems are carefully protected.

You learn that the civilization has spent centuries refining its
understanding of sustainability.

It recognizes that technological progress must be compatible
with the health of the planet.

Rather than treating nature as something to conquer, its people
regard themselves as participants in a magnificent living
system.

The result is a world in which cities and natural environments
coexist beautifully.

The Exploration of Space

Perhaps the most breathtaking exhibit concerns the universe
beyond Earth.

You enter an enormous chamber filled with a magnificent
representation of the cosmos.



Stars shimmer above you.
Galaxies rotate slowly.
Planets appear in extraordinary detail.

You discover that the people of Eden have devoted generations
to understanding the heavens.

They have developed remarkable observatories.
They have explored their planetary neighbourhood.

And they have created technologies that allow them to
investigate distant regions of space.

Perhaps they have established scientific communities beyond
their home planet.

Perhaps they have discovered forms of life elsewhere.

Perhaps they have learned things about the origin and structure
of the universe that would astonish our greatest scientists.

And perhaps they continue contemplating the same question
that inspired this book.

Are there other universes?
Could reality be far greater than the cosmos we observe?

And might there be other versions of Earth, each with a
different history?

Even this extraordinarily advanced civilization may not possess
every answer.

For the mysteries of existence may be inexhaustible.
The Wisdom of Restraint

As you continue your visit, you notice something surprising.



Not every technology that could be developed has necessarily
been adopted.

The people of Eden recognize that technological capability
does not automatically establish technological wisdom.

A device may be powerful but unnecessary.

An innovation may provide convenience while weakening
human relationships.

A system may increase efficiency while creating environmental
problems.

And a discovery may offer benefits that must be weighed
carefully against potential risks.

Consequently, the civilization evaluates its innovations
thoughtfully.

Does this technology genuinely improve life?
Does it respect human dignity?

Does it strengthen communities?

Does it preserve the natural world?

And are its benefits shared fairly?

These questions guide development.

Progress is not measured solely by technological
sophistication.

It is measured by the quality of life that technology helps
create.

The Discovery That Matters Most

At the conclusion of your visit, you enter a beautiful garden.

There is a small inscription beside a fountain.



It reads:

The purpose of knowledge is to enrich life.

You sit quietly and reflect upon everything you have seen.
Extraordinary medicine.

Magnificent energy systems.

Remarkable transportation.

Advanced scientific understanding.

And technologies that would seem miraculous in our own
world.

Yet the greatest achievement of this civilization may be
something far less complicated.

It has learned to direct its intelligence toward the well-being of
everyone.

Perhaps that is the essential lesson.

Humanity's future will not be determined solely by what we
discover.

It will also be shaped by the purposes for which we use our
discoveries.

We can develop technologies that divide people or bring them
together.

We can organize economies that concentrate opportunity or
expand it.

We can build cities that isolate residents or encourage
community.

And we can pursue scientific progress with indifference to
human consequences—or with a deep commitment to
improving lives.



The choice of priorities matters.

Our imagined Eden reminds us that knowledge and wisdom are
not identical.

But when they develop together, extraordinary possibilities
emerge.

The greatest wonder of an advanced civilization may not be
what its people know, but how beautifully they have learned
to use that knowledge.



Chapter Twenty-Four

The Art of Being Human

There is one final question | want to explore before leaving our
imagined Eden.

What are its people actually like?
We have seen their magnificent cities.
We have explored their extraordinary technologies.

We have witnessed their peaceful communities and abundant
resources.

But what does it mean to be human in a civilization that has
never experienced the Fall?

Are its people fundamentally different from us?

Or have they simply developed the finest qualities already
present within humanity?

| find the second possibility especially intriguing.
The Beauty of Human Nature

Consider the extraordinary range of qualities human beings
pOSSesS.

We are curious.
Creative.
Affectionate.
Adventurous.

Playful.



Thoughtful.

And capable of remarkable generosity.

We can experience deep love.

We can appreciate beauty.

We can develop extraordinary skills.

And we can form relationships that give life profound meaning.

Yet we are also capable of selfishness, anger, jealousy, cruelty,
and destructive behaviour.

Our history reflects both sides of human nature.

But imagine a civilization in which the most constructive
qualities have been nurtured consistently for thousands of
years.

A civilization in which children grow up surrounded by
kindness, cooperation, and encouragement.

A civilization where people learn to understand their emotions
and communicate respectfully.

And a civilization where the well-being of others is regarded as
inseparable from one's own.

What kind of human beings might emerge?
The Education of the Heart

In Eden, education begins long before children enter formal
classrooms.

From their earliest years, they experience affection, security,
and belonging.

They learn that their feelings matter.

They learn that other people's feelings matter too.



They discover how to express themselves without hurting
others.

And they develop an understanding of cooperation through
everyday experience.

Imagine a child becoming frustrated during a game.

Rather than being humiliated or punished harshly, the child is
helped to understand what happened.

Why did the frustration arise?

What might be done differently?

How can the child express disappointment constructively?
And how can everyone continue enjoying the activity?
Over time, these experiences develop emotional maturity.

Children learn that making a mistake does not diminish their
worth.

They learn to take responsibility.
They learn to apologize.

And they learn that relationships are strengthened through
understanding and care.

Perhaps this is one of the greatest accomplishments of the
civilization.

It has learned that the development of character deserves as
much attention as the development of intelligence.

The Freedom to Be Yourself

Another remarkable feature of Eden is the way its people
celebrate individuality.

Not everyone possesses the same interests.



Not everyone has the same abilities.

And not everyone wishes to live in the same way.

Some people love science.

Others love music.

Some enjoy athletics.

Others prefer gardening, literature, architecture, or philosophy.
Some are naturally outgoing.

Others are quiet and reflective.

But everyone is encouraged to discover their own gifts.

There is no expectation that every person must follow an
identical path.

Success is not defined by a single standard.

Instead, people are encouraged to develop their abilities while
contributing to the well-being of the community.

Imagine the freedom this creates.
A person does not need to become famous to feel successful.
They do not need to accumulate wealth to feel important.

And they do not need to compare their accomplishments
constantly with those of others.

They can simply become the fullest expression of themselves.
The Art of Loving

Perhaps the most beautiful aspect of life in Eden is the quality
of its relationships.

People understand that love is more than an emotion.



It is also expressed through attention, patience, generosity, and
care.

Love means listening.

It means being present.

It means recognizing another person's dignity.

It means celebrating their happiness.

And it means offering support when life becomes difficult.

Imagine relationships in which people feel deeply understood
and appreciated.

Families enjoy meaningful time together.

Friendships develop through shared experiences.
Communities welcome newcomers.

And people approach one another with genuine goodwill.

There is no need to earn affection through extraordinary
accomplishments.

The value of a person is recognized from the beginning.
The Wonder of Imperfection

At first, it may seem that a civilization without the Fall would
contain no mistakes.

But consider the difference between moral wrongdoing and
ordinary human learning.

A child learning to walk may stumble.

A musician learning a new composition may play an incorrect
note.

An inventor may discover that a promising idea does not work.



And a gardener may need several attempts to find the best
conditions for a particular plant.

These experiences need not involve wrongdoing.
They are part of learning.

Perhaps even in Eden, people continue developing through
experimentation, discovery, and experience.

They may not know everything.
They may encounter uncertainty.

And they may experience the satisfaction of overcoming
challenges.

Indeed, a world in which everything were already known and
accomplished might offer fewer opportunities for growth.

Perhaps paradise is not a place where nothing ever goes
wrong.

Perhaps it is a place where difficulties are approached with
wisdom, patience, and mutual support.

Becoming More Fully Human

As we prepare to leave this imagined civilization, | find myself
returning to a simple thought.

Perhaps its people are not extraordinary because they possess
qualities unavailable to us.

Perhaps they are extraordinary because their society has
created conditions in which the best qualities of humanity can
flourish.

They have learned to love generously.

To cooperate naturally.



To appreciate beauty.

To pursue knowledge.

To develop their abilities.

And to recognize the dignity of every person.
These are not unfamiliar aspirations.

They are qualities we can cultivate in our own lives.
We can become better listeners.

We can become more patient.

We can encourage others.

We can develop our talents.

We can appreciate the simple pleasures of existence.

And we can make a conscious effort to treat every person with
kindness and respect.

Perhaps the art of being human is not about becoming
something entirely different.

Perhaps it is about becoming more fully what we already have
the capacity to be.

The greatest achievement of humanity may not be the
creation of a perfect civilization, but the development of
people who understand how to love, learn, create, and live
beautifully together.



Chapter Twenty-Five

Heaven on Earth

Imagine standing once more on the hillside overlooking Eden.
The magnificent city stretches across the valley.

Gardens surround beautiful homes.

People gather in peaceful public spaces.

Children laugh and play.

Music fills the air.

And the entire civilization seems devoted to the enjoyment and
enrichment of life.

You have explored its history.
You have witnessed its technological achievements.
You have experienced an ordinary day among its people.

And you have discovered the remarkable importance it places
upon love, cooperation, and human dignity.

Now imagine that your visit is coming to an end.
Soon, you will return to our own world.
A world filled with extraordinary beauty and accomplishment.

But also a world in which millions of people experience poverty,
loneliness, iliness, conflict, and uncertainty.

As you prepare to leave, one question occupies your thoughts.

Must Eden remain somewhere else?



The Distance Between Two Worlds

At first, the differences between our world and the imagined
Eden seem overwhelming.

Its people have enjoyed thousands of years of peaceful
development.

Its institutions are organized around cooperation.

Its technologies provide abundance.

Its communities are beautiful, welcoming, and supportive.

Our own civilization has followed a far more complicated path.

We have developed remarkable technologies while continuing
to struggle with ancient problems.

We possess extraordinary medical knowledge, yet access to
healthcare remains unequal.

We produce enormous quantities of food, yet many people
experience hunger.

We can communicate instantly across continents, yet loneliness
remains widespread.

And we have achieved extraordinary scientific progress while
continuing to confront conflict and environmental challenges.

It is tempting to conclude that the distance between the two
worlds is too great to overcome.

But perhaps that conclusion overlooks something important.

The foundations of a better civilization already exist within our
own.

The Eden We Already Know

Think about the happiest moments of your life.



Perhaps you were spending time with someone you loved.
Perhaps you were enjoying a beautiful meal with friends.

Perhaps you were walking through a garden on a magnificent
summer morning.

Perhaps you were playing a sport, listening to music, or sharing
a wonderful conversation.

Or perhaps you experienced the quiet satisfaction of helping
someone.

During those moments, were you thinking about everything
wrong with the world?

Probably not.

You were experiencing the beauty of being alive.

And for a little while, the world may have felt almost perfect.
| find this realization deeply encouraging.

We do not need to eliminate every difficulty from existence
before we can experience something resembling paradise.

Love already exists.

Beauty already exists.

Kindness already exists.

And countless people devote their lives to helping others.
These qualities may not define every aspect of our civilization.
But they are real.

And they provide a foundation upon which something more
wonderful can be built.



A Different Definition of Heaven

When people speak about Heaven, they often imagine a place
beyond earthly existence.

A realm of perfect peace.
A place free from suffering.
A place where love is complete and life is filled with joy.

Religious traditions differ in how they understand Heaven, and |
do not pretend that our imagined Eden resolves those
differences.

But | find it meaningful to contemplate Heaven on Earth as an
aspiration for human civilization.

Not necessarily a world in which every challenge has
disappeared.

But a world in which we have organized our lives around the
well-being of everyone.

A world where no person is deliberately abandoned.
Where communities are welcoming.
Where essential needs are met.

Where opportunities for learning, recreation, and personal
development are widely available.

And where kindness becomes a defining feature of everyday
life.

What an extraordinary possibility.
The Transformation of Our Priorities

Perhaps the greatest obstacle to creating such a world is not
the absence of technology.



Perhaps it is the way we organize our priorities.

Consider the enormous resources humanity devotes to
competition, conflict, advertising, and the endless pursuit of
material accumulation.

Now imagine directing a greater proportion of our collective
intelligence and resources toward human well-being.

What might we accomplish?

Could we develop more effective systems for providing
nutritious food?

Could we make transportation more accessible?

Could we create magnificent community facilities that
encourage health, recreation, and friendship?

Could we improve the environments in which children grow up?

Could we ensure that older people remain valued, active
members of their communities?

And could we develop economic systems that provide greater
security while encouraging innovation and responsible
stewardship?

These questions deserve practical investigation.

They require thoughtful planning, realistic budgets, and
cooperation among people with different perspectives.

But they also require imagination.

For before we can create something better, we must first
recognize that something better may be possible.

Heaven Begins With a Relationship

There is another aspect of Heaven on Earth that | find
especially important.



It cannot be created through infrastructure alone.
We could construct magnificent buildings.
Develop extraordinary transportation systems.
Provide abundant food.

And establish exceptional recreational facilities.

But if people remained isolated, unkind, and disconnected from
one another, something essential would still be missing.

A wonderful civilization requires wonderful relationships.
It requires people who care.

People who listen.

People who welcome.

People who encourage.

And people who recognize that the happiness of others
contributes to the happiness of everyone.

This is why | believe the transformation of our world must begin
at the level of everyday life.

A friendly greeting.

A shared meal.

An invitation.

A helping hand.

A sincere expression of appreciation.
These may appear to be small things.

But they are among the foundations of community.



And community is among the foundations of a wonderful life.
The Garden Is Not Beyond Our Reach

As | imagine leaving Eden, | find myself looking back one final
time.

The magnificent civilization stretches before me.
Its beauty is extraordinary.
Its accomplishments are remarkable.

And its people seem to have discovered a way of living that
places love, wisdom, and well-being at the centre of existence.

For a moment, | feel reluctant to leave.
Then | realize something.

The purpose of our imaginary journey was never simply to
admire another world.

It was to discover what we might learn from it.

Perhaps we cannot recreate every feature of the civilization we
have imagined.

Perhaps some of its technologies will remain beyond our
capabilities.

Perhaps a world entirely free from suffering is impossible.

But we can still work toward communities that are healthier,
kinder, more beautiful, and more supportive.

We can still help people enjoy better lives.

We can still develop systems that make essential goods and
services more accessible.

And we can still recognize the extraordinary value of love,
friendship, and human connection.



The Garden that never fell may exist only within our
imagination.

Or perhaps reality contains possibilities far beyond anything we
presently understand.

But one thing is certain.

The world we inhabit contains opportunities to make life more
wonderful.

And those opportunities are available to us now.

We do not need to wait for another universe.

We do not need to discover a doorway into paradise.
We can begin where we are.

With the people around us.

With the resources available to us.

And with a commitment to improving life, one meaningful step
at a time.

Perhaps Heaven on Earth is not something we must travel
across the universe to discover. Perhaps it is something we
can begin creating together, right here, right now.



PART SIX

BRINGING EDEN HOME

The Greatest Possibility Is Still Before Us.

Chapter Twenty-Six

The Awakening of Humanity

What if the greatest transformation in human history begins
with a simple realization?

That life could be so much more wonderful than we have
allowed ourselves to imagine.

Not because we lack intelligence.
Not because we lack resources.

And certainly not because humanity lacks the capacity for love,
generosity, and creativity.

But because we have become accustomed to systems and
circumstances that we rarely stop to question.

We accept that some people have far more than they need
while others struggle to survive.

We accept that loneliness can exist in communities filled with
thousands of people.

We accept that enormous resources must be devoted to
protecting ourselves from one another.

And we accept that many people will spend much of their lives
working simply to afford the necessities of existence.



But what if these circumstances are not inevitable features of
civilization?

What if they represent problems that humanity has not yet
learned to solve?

The Moment of Recognition

Imagine a person waking one morning and looking at the world
differently.

For the first time, they begin asking questions that had never
seriously occurred to them.

Why should anyone in a prosperous community go hungry?

Why should older people experience loneliness when so many
others could benefit from their friendship and wisdom?

Why should children have unequal opportunities to develop
their abilities?

Why should people feel that their value depends primarily upon
their income or possessions?

And why should we measure the success of society without
placing the well-being of its people at the centre?

These questions may appear simple.
But simple questions can produce extraordinary changes.

Throughout history, progress has often begun when someone
challenged an assumption that others considered permanent.

People once believed that certain diseases could never be
prevented.

That enormous distances would always separate communities.

That information could only travel as quickly as a person or a
physical object.



Scientific discovery and human ingenuity transformed those
assumptions.

Perhaps our understanding of community life is ready for a
similar transformation.

The Great Human Opportunity

Humanity possesses extraordinary capabilities.

We have developed technologies that would have seemed
miraculous to earlier generations.

We can communicate across the world instantly.
We can produce remarkable quantities of food.

We understand many of the factors that influence physical and
mental well-being.

We can construct magnificent buildings, develop sophisticated
transportation systems, and create educational opportunities
on an unprecedented scale.

Yet we have not consistently organized these capabilities
around the objective of helping every person flourish.

Imagine if that became our shared priority.

Not eliminating individual ambition.

Not suppressing creativity or enterprise.

But encouraging these qualities to serve a larger purpose.

What if the greatest businesses were celebrated not only for
their financial success, but for the improvements they brought
to people's lives?

What if communities competed to become the healthiest,
happiest, most welcoming places to live?



What if technological innovation were evaluated partly
according to its ability to expand opportunity and reduce
unnecessary suffering?

And what if people everywhere began recognizing that the well-
being of others is connected to their own?

Such an awakening would not require everyone to share
identical beliefs.

People could continue holding different religious, philosophical,
and political perspectives.

They could disagree about the best methods of achieving
particular objectives.

But perhaps they could agree upon something fundamental.

Every human being deserves dignity, opportunity, and the
chance to enjoy a meaningful life.

The Transformation Begins Within

There is another aspect of this awakening that | find especially
important.

Before we can transform our communities, we must consider
how we approach our own lives.

Do we appreciate what we already possess?

Do we treat the people around us with kindness?

Do we make time for meaningful relationships?

Do we care for our physical and emotional well-being?

And do we recognize that our actions can influence others?

It is easy to imagine a magnificent future while overlooking
opportunities available today.



We may dream of creating a world filled with friendship while
neglecting the people living next door.

We may envision a civilization devoted to well-being while
ignoring our own need for rest, recreation, and companionship.

And we may speak passionately about love while failing to
express it through ordinary acts of kindness.

Perhaps the awakening of humanity must begin with an
awakening of the individual.

A recognition that a wonderful life is not something we must
postpone until the world becomes perfect.

It is something we can begin experiencing and sharing now.
A New Measure of Success

Imagine that humanity adopted a different definition of
progress.

Instead of asking only how much wealth a society produces,
we would also ask how well its people live.

Are children healthy and happy?
Do families have access to nutritious food and secure housing?

Can people enjoy recreation, education, and meaningful social
relationships?

Are older residents respected and included?

Do communities provide beautiful, safe, and welcoming
environments?

And do people have opportunities to develop their abilities and
contribute in ways they find fulfilling?

These questions would not replace the need for economic
productivity.



They would help clarify its purpose.
For wealth, technology, and institutions are ultimately means.

The quality of human life is the end.
The Beginning of Something Wonderful

| do not expect humanity to transform overnight.
Our challenges are complex.
Our institutions are deeply established.

And meaningful change requires resources, cooperation,
patience, and persistence.

But | believe we can begin by changing the questions we ask.

Instead of assuming that things must remain as they are, we
can ask how they might become better.

Instead of waiting for enormous institutions to solve every
problem, we can explore what individuals and communities can
accomplish.

And instead of defining success primarily through personal
accumulation, we can recognize the extraordinary satisfaction
that comes from helping others.

Perhaps the awakening of humanity will not arrive as one
dramatic event.

Perhaps it will emerge gradually.

One person discovers a new perspective.
One family begins living differently.

One community develops a better approach.

Others learn from the experience.



And eventually, ideas that once seemed unrealistic become
familiar parts of everyday life.

The awakening of humanity may begin when enough of us
recognize that the purpose of civilization is not merely to
sustain existence, but to make existence wonderful.



Chapter Twenty-Seven

The NuVo Way

If we wish to create a more wonderful world, where should we
begin?

With governments?

Businesses?

Technology?

Education?

Community organizations?

All these institutions have important roles to play.

But | believe the most meaningful place to begin is with the
individual.

Every person possesses a unique combination of abilities,
interests, experiences, and aspirations.

Every person has physical, mental, emotional, and social
needs.

And every person deserves opportunities to develop their
potential and enjoy life.

This understanding lies at the heart of what | call The NuVo
Way.

A Life of Continuing Improvement

The word NuVo represents an aspiration toward the best.

Not a rigid definition of perfection.



Not an expectation that everyone must achieve identical
results.

But a commitment to continual improvement.
Imagine approaching life with a simple question:
How can | make this moment a little more wonderful?
Sometimes the answer might involve physical health.

Perhaps you decide to take a walk, enjoy a nutritious meal, or
improve your sleeping habits.

Sometimes it might involve learning.
You read a book, explore a new subject, or develop a skill.
Sometimes it might involve relationships.

You contact a friend, offer encouragement, or spend
meaningful time with someone you love.

And sometimes it might involve doing less.
Resting.

Reflecting.

Appreciating.

Simply being.

The NuVo Way is not intended to become another source of
pressure.

It is an invitation to discover what helps each individual flourish.
The Whole Person

One of the central principles of The NuVo Way is that human
well-being cannot be reduced to a single measurement.



Physical fitness matters.

But so does emotional health.

Knowledge matters.

But so does wisdom.

Financial security matters.

But so do friendship, purpose, and belonging.

A person may be physically strong yet deeply lonely.

Another may possess enormous financial resources but
struggle to find meaning.

Someone else may have modest material possessions while
enjoying extraordinary relationships and a profound sense of
gratitude.

A truly comprehensive approach to well-being must recognize
these different dimensions.

Imagine a system that helps people understand their individual
circumstances and identify opportunities for improvement.

Not through judgment.
Not through unrealistic expectations.

But through encouragement, education, and appropriate
professional support.

For one person, the priority might be developing healthier
habits.

For another, it might be reconnecting with friends.

For someone else, it might be discovering a meaningful activity
or obtaining assistance with an important challenge.

The objective is not to make everyone the same.



It is to help everyone experience the best possible version of
their own life.

The NuVoWay LifeStyle Coach

Now imagine that every person has access to someone who
takes a genuine interest in their well-being.

Someone who listens.
Someone who encourages.
Someone who helps identify opportunities.

And someone who can connect them with appropriate
resources.

This is the concept behind the NuVoWay LifeStyle Coach.
The coach is not expected to possess expertise in every field.

Medical questions belong with qualified healthcare
professionals.

Complex psychological concerns require appropriately trained
practitioners.

Financial and legal matters may require specialized advice.

But a coach can help people navigate the resources available
to them.

They can encourage healthy habits.
Support realistic goals.
Facilitate community connections.

And provide the simple but powerful gift of consistent human
attention.

Imagine how valuable such a relationship might be for someone
who feels isolated or overwhelmed.



Imagine a young family discovering community programs they
never knew existed.

Imagine an older person reconnecting with recreational
activities and friendships.

Imagine someone developing the confidence to pursue a long-
neglected interest.

Sometimes a little encouragement can make an extraordinary
difference.

A Community Designed for Well-Being

The NuVo Way becomes even more powerful when supported
by a welcoming community.

Imagine a magnificent NuVoWay LifeStyle Centre.

A place filled with opportunities for physical activity, learning,
creativity, and social connection.

There are swimming pools, athletic facilities, fithess areas,
classrooms, gardens, and comfortable gathering spaces.

People can enjoy music, art, recreation, educational programs,
and activities suited to different ages and abilities.

Families spend time together.
Children develop new interests.
Older residents remain active.
And friendships develop naturally.

Professional services and community partnerships help people
obtain appropriate support for their well-being.

The centre becomes much more than a recreational facility.

It becomes a gathering place.



A source of opportunity.

And a foundation for community life.
The Importance of Being

There is one principle | consider especially important.

A wonderful life should not become an endless project of self-
improvement.

We must be careful not to turn the pursuit of well-being into
another obligation.

Sometimes the most meaningful thing we can do is enjoy what
already exists.

A quiet morning.

A wonderful conversation.

A shared meal.

A walk through the neighbourhood.
Time spent with someone we love.

These experiences do not require us to become more
accomplished, productive, or successful.

They simply require us to be present.

Perhaps the deepest expression of The NuVo Way is learning to
appreciate life while continuing to discover opportunities to
make it better.

From Personal Well-Being to Collective Flourishing

Imagine millions of people approaching life with this philosophy.

They care for themselves.



They care for their families.
They take an interest in their neighbours.
They develop their abilities.

And they contribute to their communities in ways that reflect
their individual gifts.

Gradually, something remarkable could emerge.

Healthier individuals.

Stronger relationships.

More connected communities.

And a society increasingly organized around human flourishing.

The transformation would not be achieved through one
enormous program.

It would develop through countless interactions, initiatives, and
improvements.

And perhaps that is what makes the vision so encouraging.

We do not need to wait for the entire world to change before we
can begin.

The NuVo Way is the continuing art of making life more
wonderful —first for ourselves, then for the people around
us, and ultimately for the world we share.



Chapter Twenty-Eight

A NuVo World

Imagine a world in which every person has access to the
essentials of a wonderful life.

Nutritious food.

Safe and comfortable housing.

Convenient transportation.

Excellent opportunities for education and recreation.

Support for physical, mental, emotional, and social well-being.

And communities in which people feel welcomed, appreciated,
and connected.

Now imagine that these opportunities are not reserved for those
with substantial financial resources.

They are available to everyone.

This is the vision | have come to call A NuVo World.
The Community of Tomorrow

| imagine communities organized around a different
understanding of prosperity.

Instead of measuring success primarily by the wealth
accumulated by individuals, we would measure it by the well-
being experienced by residents.

How healthy are the people?

How connected are the families?



How many children have opportunities to develop their
abilities?

How accessible are essential services?

And how much joy do people experience in their everyday
lives?

These questions would guide the development of community
programs, infrastructure, and partnerships.

The objective would be straightforward.

To help every resident enjoy the highest possible quality of life.
Beginning in Notre-Dame-de-Grace
Every worldwide vision needs a place to begin.

For me, that place is Notre-Dame-de-Grace, the Montreal
neighbourhood | call home.

NDG possesses many of the qualities that could support an
extraordinary community initiative.

It has families, schools, businesses, churches, community
organizations, recreational facilities, and residents from diverse
backgrounds.

It has people with valuable skills and experience.

It has established institutions.

And it has opportunities for new forms of cooperation.

I imagine NDG becoming a pilot community for A NuVo World.

Not through the immediate construction of an entirely new
civilization.

But through practical initiatives that address real needs while
building stronger relationships.



Feeding the Community

One of the most fundamental human needs is nutritious food.

Imagine a neighbourhood in which no resident experiences
food insecurity.

Community organizations, grocery businesses, restaurants,
volunteers, and supporters collaborate to make meals and
essential groceries more accessible.

Existing facilities are used efficiently.

Surplus food is redirected where appropriate.

Meal programs are developed responsibly.

And residents who need assistance can obtain it with dignity.

| have envisioned initiatives such as Feed NDG as possible
steps toward this objective.

The practical details matter enormously.

Programs require funding, food-safety standards, reliable
logistics, accountability, and ongoing evaluation.

But the aspiration is simple.

No one should be left hungry in a community that possesses
the ability to help.

Transportation for Everyone

Now imagine that residents can travel throughout their
neighbourhood conveniently and affordably.

Older people can visit friends and attend activities.

Families can reach recreational facilities.



People with mobility limitations can obtain suitable
transportation.

And residents can access shops, services, and community
programs without unnecessary difficulty.

My broader vision includes a fleet of electric vehicles,
potentially incorporating autonomous technology when it
becomes sufficiently safe, reliable, and legally permitted.

The idea is to make transportation increasingly accessible while
reducing environmental impact.

Such a system would require substantial investment,
infrastructure, maintenance, insurance, and careful operational
planning.

But smaller steps could begin through partnerships with
existing transportation providers and community services.

The important principle is that mobility should support
participation in community life.

The Magnificent LifeStyle Centre

Perhaps the most visible expression of A NuVo World would be
a flagship NuVoWay LifeStyle Centre.

Imagine a magnificent complex designed to serve people
throughout the community.

There are athletic courts, swimming pools, fitness facilities,
walking areas, classrooms, music and art studios, gardens, and
comfortable gathering spaces.

Programs are available for children, adults, and older residents.

People receive guidance and encouragement in developing
healthy, enjoyable lifestyles.

Families participate together.



Friendships form.

And residents discover opportunities they may never have
imagined.

| have contemplated the possibility of developing such a centre
through partnerships with established institutions in NDG.

A project of this scale would require detailed feasibility studies,
significant capital, operating funding, environmental review, and
broad community participation.

But even before a flagship facility becomes possible, the same
principles could guide smaller programs using existing spaces.

A Different Relationship With Money

One of the most ambitious aspects of A NuVo World is the
possibility of reducing financial barriers to essential goods and
services.

In the long term, | imagine communities where many
necessities are freely accessible at the point of use.

Food.

Transportation.

Recreation.

Education.

And services that support health and well-being.

This would not mean that providing these things requires no
resources.

Someone must grow the food.
Maintain the vehicles.

Operate the facilities.



And support the people who deliver services.

The challenge is to develop sustainable systems that cover
those costs while making access as equitable as possible.

Possible approaches could include philanthropy, partnerships,
public funding, cooperative arrangements, earned revenue from
complementary activities, and technological efficiencies.

Different communities might adopt different models.
The objective is not to insist upon one economic formula.

It is to explore how we can provide a wonderful quality of life
more effectively.

From One Community to Thousands

Now imagine that NDG develops several successful programs.
Residents experience meaningful benefits.

Local organizations discover effective ways to cooperate.

The programs become financially and operationally sustainable.
And the community documents what it has learned.

Other neighbourhoods begin taking an interest.

They adapt the ideas to their own circumstances.

Some focus upon food access.

Others develop recreational programs.

Some prioritize transportation or support for older residents.
And others establish comprehensive community centres.

Over time, a worldwide network of initiatives could emerge.



| have imagined more than 10,000 NuVoWay LifeStyle Centres
around the world.

The scale is extraordinary.

But the essential principle is not that every community must
construct an identical facility.

It is that every community deserves opportunities to develop
systems that help its residents flourish.

The World We Could Create

As | contemplate A NuVo World, | recognize that the journey
would involve enormous challenges.

Financing.

Governance.

Logistics.

Technology.

Community engagement.

And the need to demonstrate that proposed programs deliver
meaningful benefits.

These challenges should not be ignored.
They should become part of the creative process.

Every successful initiative begins by identifying a need,
developing a workable approach, testing assumptions, and
learning from experience.

And perhaps the greatest opportunity lies in beginning with
what is already possible.

A shared meal.

A community gathering.



A food program.

A recreational activity.

A partnership between local organizations.
A neighbour helping another neighbour.
These are modest beginnings.

But they reflect the same principles that could guide a much
larger transformation.

The Garden that never fell may remain beyond our reach.

We may never know whether such a civilization exists in
another universe.

But we do not need to discover it in order to learn from the
possibilities it represents.

We can begin creating healthier, kinder, more connected
communities here.

And perhaps, one day, people will look back upon these early
efforts as part of a much larger transformation.

A NuVo World begins with a simple belief: every person
deserves the opportunity to live a wonderful life—and
together, we can discover better ways to make that
possible.



Chapter Twenty-Nine

Be the One

Imagine that somewhere in the vastness of existence, there is a
world in which humanity has learned to live in perfect harmony.

Its people have never known war.

They have never accepted hunger as an unavoidable feature of
civilization.

They have never regarded another person's suffering as
someone else's problem.

Instead, they have developed a world of extraordinary beauty,
abundance, cooperation, and love.

Now imagine standing before a window that allows you to look
into that world.

You can see its magnificent cities.

Its beautiful gardens.

Its remarkable technologies.

And its people enjoying wonderful lives.

You watch for a long time.

Eventually, a question arises.

What would it take to make our world a little more like theirs?
And then another question.

Who is going to begin?



Waiting for Someone Else

One of the most common obstacles to meaningful change is
the assumption that someone else must take responsibility.

We look at the problems facing our communities and imagine
that governments, corporations, charitable organizations, or
wealthy individuals must provide the solutions.

Certainly, these institutions possess resources and capabilities
that can be enormously important.

But their involvement does not eliminate the potential
contribution of individuals.

Consider the countless community initiatives that have begun
because one person recognized a need.

Someone organized a neighbourhood food program.
Someone established a recreational activity for children.

Someone began visiting older residents who were experiencing
loneliness.

Someone created a community garden.

Someone brought local businesses together to support a
worthwhile cause.

These initiatives may eventually develop into substantial
organizations.

But many begin with one person deciding to act.
The Courage to Begin Small

When | contemplate the extraordinary scale of A NuVo World, |
recognize how easily the vision could become overwhelming.

Magnificent LifeStyle Centres.



Worldwide transportation systems.

Comprehensive programs for health and well-being.
Accessible food and essential services.

Thousands of communities working toward a shared objective.
The possibilities are enormous.

But the distance between imagining such a world and creating
it can appear equally enormous.

How does one begin?

Perhaps with something remarkably simple.

A conversation.

An invitation.

A shared meal.

A practical effort to help someone.

A small program that addresses a genuine community need.
The first step does not need to resemble the ultimate vision.
It simply needs to move in a worthwhile direction.

A person who dreams of helping thousands might begin by
helping one.

Someone who imagines transforming an entire neighbourhood
might begin by getting to know the people living nearby.

And someone who wishes to create a more loving world might
begin by expressing greater kindness at home.



The Power of Showing Up

There is a particular kind of influence that develops through
consistency.

It is not dramatic.
It rarely attracts attention.

And it may never produce an accomplishment that appears in a
newspaper.

But it can be extraordinarily meaningful.

| think about the simple pleasure of greeting people in my
neighbourhood.

Some mornings, the encounters are brief.

A smile.

A wave.

A cheerful good morning.

Other times, conversations develop.

Someone shares a story.

Someone introduces a family member.

Someone asks a question or offers a little news.
Over time, these ordinary encounters become relationships.
People recognize one another.

They begin to feel comfortable.

And the community becomes a little more personal.

What fascinates me is how little is required to begin.



A willingness to be present.
A genuine interest in others.
And the recognition that every person deserves to feel valued.

Perhaps we underestimate the power of such consistency
because it does not produce immediate, measurable results.

But not everything important can be measured easily.
The feeling of belonging is real.
The comfort of being recognized is real.

And the happiness created by a friendly encounter is real.
One Person Can Inspire Another

Imagine a person who begins greeting neighbours each
morning.

Someone notices and decides to do the same.
Another resident begins organizing occasional gatherings.
A local business owner offers space for community activities.

A teacher develops a program that encourages children to
participate.

And gradually, a network of relationships emerges.
The original person has not transformed the community alone.

They have helped create conditions in which others feel
encouraged to participate.

This is an important distinction.

Being the one does not mean becoming the centre of
everything.



It means being willing to begin something worthwhile.

It means recognizing that leadership can be expressed through
service.

And it means understanding that the greatest accomplishments
often emerge through cooperation.

The Life That Becomes a Message

There is a saying attributed to Mahatma Gandhi that | find
especially meaningful:

My life is my message.

Whether expressed in precisely those words or not, the
sentiment is profound.

Our lives communicate something to the world.
Not simply through what we say.

But through what we do.

Through the way we treat others.

Through the priorities we establish.

Through the relationships we nurture.

And through the example we provide.

A person who speaks about kindness but behaves cruelly
communicates one message.

A person who quietly helps others communicates another.

Perhaps the most powerful way to encourage a better world is
to demonstrate, through everyday living, the qualities we hope
will become more widespread.

If we want a world filled with generosity, we can practise
generosity.



If we want communities where people feel welcome, we can
become welcoming.

If we want a civilization that values every person, we can begin
by treating the people we encounter as valuable.

And if we want a world in which love becomes a defining
principle, we can allow love to guide our actions.

You Are Already Someone's Opportunity

There is another thought | find especially encouraging.

We do not always know when we may become important in
another person's life.

A stranger may be experiencing a difficult day.
A neighbour may feel isolated.

A friend may be struggling with uncertainty.

A child may need encouragement.

And someone we barely know may be searching for a reason to
feel hopeful.

We cannot solve every problem.

Nor should we assume that every person needs our advice or
assistance.

But we can offer kindness.

We can listen.

We can be considerate.

And when appropriate, we can help.

Sometimes the most meaningful contribution we make is
simply helping another person feel less alone.



The Invitation

As this book approaches its conclusion, | want to offer a simple
invitation.

Imagine the world you would most love to inhabit.
What would your community look like?

How would people treat one another?

What opportunities would be available?

What would make everyday life more wonderful?

Now consider one thing you could do to move your own
surroundings a little closer to that vision.

Perhaps you could introduce yourself to a neighbour.
Perhaps you could support a local community organization.
Perhaps you could invite someone to share a meal.
Perhaps you could begin a worthwhile project.

Or perhaps you could simply devote a little more attention to
the people you love.

The action need not be enormous.
Its value lies in the care behind it.

And perhaps, over time, that care will inspire something far
greater.

You do not need to wait for someone extraordinary to
change the world. You can be the one who begins making it
better.



Chapter Thirty

The Garden Is Still Growing

We began this journey with a question.
What if Adam had never eaten the forbidden fruit?
What if the Garden of Eden had never fallen?

And what if, somewhere beyond the boundaries of everything
we know, there exists a universe in which humanity has enjoyed
thousands of years of uninterrupted harmony?

We imagined that world.

We explored its magnificent cities.

We experienced the freedom of abundance.
We contemplated a civilization without war.

We discovered extraordinary technologies devoted to human
well-being.

And we met people whose lives were organized around love,
creativity, friendship, and the enjoyment of existence.

But perhaps the most important discovery was not about that
imagined universe.

Perhaps it was about our own.
The World That Might Have Been

There is something deeply moving about contemplating the
possibilities that history never realized.

What if humanity had developed differently?



What if entire civilizations had devoted their greatest resources
to cooperation rather than conflict?

What if knowledge had always been shared freely?

What if every person had been encouraged to develop their
abilities?

And what if our understanding of prosperity had always been
connected to the well-being of everyone?

We cannot know the answers.

History does not provide us with the opportunity to observe
every alternative outcome.

And the existence of parallel universes remains an unresolved
scientific and philosophical question.

The many-worlds interpretation of quantum mechanics offers
one possible account of quantum phenomena, but it does not
establish that every imaginable history exists.

Nor does it provide evidence that another Earth contains an
unfallen Garden of Eden.

Our imagined civilization is a thought experiment.

But thought experiments can be valuable.

They encourage us to question familiar assumptions.
They reveal possibilities we might otherwise overlook.

And they can inspire us to consider how our own world might
become different.

The Extraordinary Mystery of Existence

| remain fascinated by the possibility that reality is far greater
than anything humanity presently understands.



The observable universe contains an astonishing number of
galaxies.

Our knowledge of the cosmos continues to develop.

And profound questions remain about the nature of time,
consciousness, and existence itself.

Perhaps there are other universes.

Perhaps there are forms of reality beyond our present ability to
observe.

Perhaps the ultimate nature of creation will remain mysterious
for generations.

| find wonder in these possibilities.

And | find similar wonder in contemplating the theological
questions that have accompanied our journey.

Does God know every possible future?
Are our lives predetermined?
Do we possess genuine freedom?

And how might divine knowledge relate to the unfolding of
human history?

These questions have inspired centuries of philosophical and
theological reflection.

They may never yield answers upon which everyone agrees.

But perhaps their greatest value lies partly in encouraging
humility.

We know much.
But there is so much more we do not know.

And the mystery itself can be a source of inspiration.



The Garden Within Our Reach

As | reflect upon the imagined Eden, | find myself returning to
its simplest qualities.

Kindness.
Friendship.
Love.
Generosity.
Beauty.
Cooperation.

And the recognition that every person possesses inherent
worth.

These qualities do not require extraordinary technologies.
They do not depend upon the discovery of another universe.

And they do not require us to wait for the complete
transformation of civilization.

They can be expressed today.

In our homes.

In our neighbourhoods.

In our workplaces.

In our relationships.

And in the ordinary encounters that fill our lives.
Perhaps we cannot eliminate every difficulty.

Perhaps we cannot create a world in which suffering
disappears completely.



But we can help reduce unnecessary suffering.

We can create more welcoming communities.

We can improve access to essential resources.

We can encourage health, education, and recreation.

And we can help people discover greater happiness and
meaning.

The Dreams of a Lifetime

When | look back upon my own life, | see an extraordinary
collection of experiences.

Athletics.

Business.

Writing.

Friendships.

Relationships.

Spiritual exploration.

And a lifetime of ideas about how things might become better.
Some dreams have been realized.

Others have evolved.

And many remain possibilities.

But | no longer believe that the value of a life should be
measured exclusively by the scale of its accomplishments.

| think about the happiness | experience with Christy.

| think about the simple pleasure of greeting neighbours.



| think about the satisfaction of writing and sharing ideas.

| think about the opportunity to help a local business or
encourage a friend.

And | recognize that these experiences are not merely stepping
stones toward some greater future.

They are meaningful parts of life itself.
Perhaps that is one of the greatest lessons of our journey.

We can dream of extraordinary things while appreciating the
extraordinary things already present.

We can pursue ambitious goals without making happiness
dependent upon their fulfillment.

And we can recognize that the smallest expressions of love
may be among our most important contributions.

A Garden Without Boundaries

Imagine a garden.

It begins with a single seed.

The seed grows.

A flower appears.

Then another.

Over time, the garden becomes more beautiful.
People visit.

They appreciate its colours and fragrances.
They contribute their own plants.

They share what they have learned.



And the garden continues growing.

Perhaps human civilization can be understood in much the
same way.

Every act of kindness is a seed.

Every worthwhile idea is a seed.

Every meaningful relationship is a seed.
Every community initiative is a seed.

And every effort to improve the well-being of others contributes
something to the garden we share.

Some seeds will flourish.
Others may not.

But the process of planting, nurturing, learning, and growing
continues.

The Greatest Possibility

At the beginning of this book, we imagined a universe in which
Adam made a different decision.

A universe in which the original Garden remained unfallen.

A universe in which humanity developed into an extraordinary
civilization.

Perhaps such a world exists.
Perhaps it does not.

But the possibility that matters most to me is not hidden
somewhere beyond the stars.

It is the possibility contained within our own lives.

The possibility of becoming kinder.



The possibility of developing better communities.
The possibility of creating systems that help people flourish.

The possibility of discovering new ways to share the
extraordinary resources and knowledge humanity possesses.

And the possibility of recognizing that life itself is a magnificent
gift.

We cannot change the history that brought us here.
But we can learn from it.
We can appreciate the opportunities before us.

And we can continue contributing to the development of a
more wonderful world.

Perhaps the Garden of Eden is not merely a story about
something humanity lost.

Perhaps it can also become an inspiration for something
humanity might yet create.

The Garden is still growing. And every one of us has the
opportunity to help it bloom.



Epilogue

Perhaps We Never Really Left the
Garden

There is one final thought | would like to share.

It is a thought that has gradually become more meaningful to
me as | have contemplated the extraordinary mysteries of
existence.

What if the Garden of Eden is not simply a place?

What if it also represents a way of experiencing life?

A way of understanding our relationship with creation.
A way of recognizing the beauty of the world around us.
And a way of living in harmony with one another.

Perhaps the Garden was never intended to be understood only
as a geographical location in the distant past.

Perhaps, for those who read the biblical story symbolically, it
can also represent the possibility of a life grounded in trust,
love, gratitude, and belonging.

This does not resolve the theological meaning of Eden.

Nor does it diminish the importance of the story to those who
understand it literally.

It simply invites another dimension of reflection.
The Paradise We Overlook

Consider the world around us.

Sunlight.



Fresh air.

Magnificent forests.

Beautiful oceans.

Flowers.

Birds.

Animals.

The extraordinary diversity of living things.

And the remarkable ability of human beings to experience love,
friendship, creativity, and joy.

We inhabit a world of astonishing beauty.

Yet we can become so occupied with our worries, ambitions,
and responsibilities that we barely notice it.

We hurry through our days.
We focus upon what is missing.
We compare our lives with those of others.

And we postpone happiness until some imagined future
moment.

But what if we began paying closer attention?

What if we appreciated the warmth of the morning sun?
The pleasure of a wonderful meal?

The comfort of a familiar voice?

The beauty of a garden?

The happiness of being welcomed by someone who is pleased
to see us?



Perhaps we would discover that life contains more
opportunities for joy than we have allowed ourselves to
recognize.

The Gift of This Moment

| have spent much of my life imagining possibilities.
Businesses that might become extraordinary.
Sports that might develop differently.

Communities that might be transformed.

And a world in which every person has the opportunity to
flourish.

| continue to cherish these visions.

But | am also learning something wonderfully simple.
The present moment matters.

This morning matters.

The people we love matter.

The conversations we share matter.

And the ordinary experiences that make up our days deserve
our appreciation.

Perhaps we do not need to accomplish something remarkable
before we can experience a wonderful life.

Perhaps we can begin by recognizing the wonder already
present.

A Final Return to Eden

Imagine once more the original Garden.



Adam and Eve stand beneath the trees.
The forbidden fruit hangs before them.

And the future of humanity appears to rest upon a single
decision.

In the familiar biblical account, they eat.

But in our imagined alternative, they turn away.
The Garden remains.

Generations pass.

And a magnificent civilization develops.

It is a beautiful possibility.

But now imagine something else.

Imagine that the most important question was never simply
whether Adam ate the fruit.

Perhaps the more meaningful question for us is what we will do
with the world we have inherited.

Will we continue accepting unnecessary suffering as inevitable?

Will we allow loneliness and division to define our
communities?

Will we devote our greatest abilities primarily to competition
and accumulation?

Or will we explore the possibility of creating something more
wonderful?

A world of greater kindness.
A world of stronger relationships.

A world of shared opportunity.



A world in which every person matters.

A world in which love becomes increasingly central to the way
we live.

Perhaps we cannot return to an ancient Garden.
Perhaps we cannot visit an alternative universe.
But we can plant a garden wherever we are.

We can nurture relationships.

We can create beauty.

We can share what we possess.

We can encourage others.

And we can help make the world a little more wonderful every
day.

As | contemplate these possibilities, | find myself filled with
gratitude.

Gratitude for the extraordinary gift of existence.
Gratitude for the people who have enriched my life.
Gratitude for the opportunity to continue learning and creating.

And gratitude for the possibility that the most wonderful
chapters of humanity's story may still lie ahead.

| do not know whether the Garden that never fell exists
somewhere in the vastness of creation.

But | do know that love, beauty, generosity, and kindness exist
here.

And perhaps that is where our journey should lead us.

Not toward an endless search for a paradise beyond our reach.



But toward a deeper appreciation of the world we already
inhabit—and a greater commitment to making it more
wonderful.

Perhaps we never really left the Garden.

Perhaps we simply have more to learn about how to live in
it.

The End.
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